
1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Organization of Advisory Bodies as per Chapter 8 of the Isanti City Code
A. Oath of Office for new Parks, Recreation & Culture Board Members

a. Vaughn Ihrke
B. Chair of Parks, Recreation & Culture Board
C. Vice-Chair of Parks, Recreation & Culture Board
D. Secretary of Parks, Recreation & Culture Board
E. Annual Review of Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

3. Approval of Minutes from November 23, 2021 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board
Meeting.

4. Review 2022 Parks, Recreation & Culture Board Meeting Dates

5. Review 2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan

6. Eagle Park Railroad Update

7. Community Garden Update

8. Department Updates

9. Open Discussion

10. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, January 25, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
 



OATH OF OFFICE 

I, _________________________, do solemnly swear to support the Constitution 
of the United States; the Constitution of the State of Minnesota; and to discharge 
faithfully the duties of Board Member for the Park, Recreation and Culture Board of the 
City of Isanti, Minnesota to the best of my judgment and ability. So help me God. 

Signature 

Date 

Attest: 

Signature 

______________________________ 
Title 

Date 

      2.A.



CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
DISCLOSURE FORM 

Print Name_____________________________________ Position__________________________ 

Public Officials of the City of Isanti listed by title in the Resolution are required to complete and file this 
Disclosure Form with the City Clerk in accordance with the provisions of the Conflicts of Interest Policy. 

1. Affiliations with Agencies Doing Business with the City
Identify all positions as officer, director, partner, proprietor or employee of any firm or proprietary interest
of ten percent (10%) or more in any company, business, enterprise, corporation, partnership, labor union or
association doing business with the City.

Name of Organization  Position Held Compensation Involved 

__________________________ ___________ Yes ______   No ______ 

__________________________ ___________ Yes ______   No ______ 

 Not Applicable 

2. Real Property Owned in the City of Isanti (Exclude homestead property)
Identify real property items owned or being purchased by a Public Official, spouse, or child, or in which the
Official has a beneficial interest.  The actual value of any item is not required.

Property Item Address PID # 

 Not Applicable 

3. Assets
Identify all ownership or beneficial interests in any company, business, enterprise, corporation, partnership, 
labor union or association doing business with the City where such interest exceeds ten percent (10%) of the 
total ownership. 

Name of Organization 

 Not Applicable 

     2.E.



Public Official  

The Above is True and Correct 

______________________________________________________________ 
Current Address  

__________________________________         ______________     ________________ 
City                  State                     Zip Code 

Home Phone Number ____________________________________________      

Cell Phone Number ______________________________________________ 

Print Name ____________________________________ Signature 

Date:  ____________________ 

Received by the City Clerk/designee on: 
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CITY OF ISANTI 
PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
November 23,2021 

Call to Order:  Aaron Zdon called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Aaron Zdon, Zachary Gahm, Dan HinnenKamp 
Absent: Tressa Hunting, Mayor Jeff Johnson 
Staff Present: Alyssa Olson, Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 

Agenda/Modifications: Mr. Gahm requested that printed copies of the agenda be provided at each meeting. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by HinnenKamp; second by Gahm to approve meeting Minutes from October
26, 2021. Motion passed 3-0.

3. Eagle Park Railroad Project: Mr. HinnenKamp provided an update on the potential railroad project at
Eagle Park. He connected with BNSF and they are interested in discussing the project for 2023. The Isanti
County Historical Society is also interested in working on the project. Both have the potential to offer financial
contributions. Board discussed setting up the meeting with BNSF after the New Year to present a visual of
what we would like to see in the space.

4. Department Updates: Ms. Olson shared an update on Curious Creatures and proposed a change in time
and age range for the 2022 program, moving the age up to 3-5 year olds to get the most out of programming
efforts. Board was in agreement with these changes.
Movie Night was a success with 60 attendees. The Northern Elements All Stars hosted concessions and
Olson had to purchase more during the showing to keep up with demand. There was an issue with the
speakers so sound was a little low, but Olson purchased a new cord to fix the issue for the December event.
Plans for the December Santa event and the Candy Cane Flashlight Hunt have also been finalized.
Olson will be working on the landscape plan for the bandshell and seating options with the Lions Club. The
Council approved pricing for the rental and Olson will be working to get that application available after the
New Year.
Cameras were placed at the bandshell and the BMX Arena. They fit into the bandshell budget and more can
be added outside of this project scope as new features are added to Bluebird Park.
Sledding Hill lighting is up and ready for winter activities once snow is available. Public Works will begin
making snow in December, once temperatures drop to below freezing.
Council approved an update to the Adopt-A-Park policy allowing adopters to recommend and maintain new
features in the parks. The couple that originally requested the flower garden addition will be notified of the
update and offered the opportunity to adopt Mattson Park for 2022 in order to add their garden.
Farmer’s Market will be moving in 2022 now that the original plot has been sold. Olson is working to make
sure the lot near the liquor store will be able to hold the vendors and traffic, otherwise there will need to be a
Plan B for a new location. The guidelines will need to be updated to accommodate the new space.
Olson is working with Matt Sylvester on revamping the Community Garden, tilling the full space and
recreating the plots. The school will be asked if they would like to continue having access to the space and if
not, it will be turned into raised and elevated beds.

5. Open Discussion: HinnenKamp provided an update on carnival opportunities. He is connecting with
multiple vendors, but they have a convention in January and won’t likely commit to anything ahead of that
meeting. In the meantime, we can work on logistics and land needs to see if a carnival is feasible at Bluebird
Park. HinnenKamp noted the rodeo grounds would be the best space; we would need to connect with the
IFRA on using the land for this use. HinnenKamp also noted the opportunity to get a monetary kickback from
the carnival to help build revenue. Olson noted we would need to get the production approved by Council
before moving forward, but would like more information on logistical needs as soon as able so we can start
to look at viability. A carnival option would need to be a multi-day event with multiple days of entertainment
attached to the ride component to make it valuable for all vendors. Gahm mentioned working with the
Redbirds to host a game in their field during the weekend; rodeo could do the same; all options to increase
traffic. Olson noted that we don’t want to go too big upfront and that we’d want to differentiate from the
County Fair.

   3.
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Gahm requested an update on working with the corrections office on painting the Redbirds fence. Olson 
mentioned that if we took responsibility for the painting, the City would then take over ownership for the 
upkeep of it, which we don’t generally want to provide. Zdon noted he didn’t think the fence looked like it was 
in poor condition or necessary to get it painted right now.  
Gahm asked what is on the plan for additional 2022 events in Bluebird Park. Olson mentioned having 2-3 
new events in mind including cultural arts programming. Dates will need to remain open for rentals in order to 
obtain benefits from that program. Gahm mentioned again hosting a beer and food festival as a way to 
showcase that space. Olson mentioned that is not likely to occur in 2022 as bandwidth and budgets are 
mostly at capacity for the next year. Olson also shared that new park features, such as the restroom unit and 
splash pad, are planned to be approved next year for future construction and those will take significant effort 
to coordinate as well.  
Olson noted the lighting event will take significant energy throughout the year so additional items will need to 
be minimal effort to not take away from other programs. Naming is still in discussion and a number of 
components will need to be thought out in the next couple months to get the event ready for production.  

Adjournment: Motion by HinnenKamp, second by Gahm to adjourn the November 23, 2021 meeting of the 
Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board. Motion passed 3-0, meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Alyssa Olson 
Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 
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MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson, Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: January 25, 2022 
Subject: Review Parks, Recreation & Culture Board Meeting Dates 

2022 PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURE BOARD 
MEETING AND AGENDA SUBMISSION DATES 

Board Meeting Dates Materials Due 
(Fourth Tuesday of Month) (Fridays, 2 weeks prior to meeting) 

January 25, 2022 January 14, 2022 
February 22 February 11 

March 22 March 11 
April 26 April 15 
May 24 May 13 
June 28 June 17 
July 26 July 15 

August 23 August 12 
September 27 September 16 

October 25 October 14 
November 22 November 11 

**No meeting in December 

Agenda requests and supporting materials can be sent to isantiparks@cityofisanti.us. 

    4.
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MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson, Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: January 25, 2022 
Subject: Review of 2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan 

Background: 
The Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan outlines the goals of the City’s Parks, Recreation 
and Culture planning for both short-term and long-term growth. The attached plan identifies current PRC 
properties, plans, and amenities, and highlights recommendations to consider as the City continues to 
grow and accommodate the changing needs of the community.  

Highlights include additional amenities in City parks, including a splash pad, more skate park equipment, 
historical features, and beautification elements. It also includes future plans to increase ADA accessibility 
throughout the City and incorporate more shade features on City properties.  

Request: 
Staff is requesting feedback on the 2022 plan. 

Attachments: 
- 2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan

     5.



 

2022 Comprehensive 
Parks, Trails and Open 
Space Plan 
Adopted February 1, 2022  

Compiled by Isanti Parks, Recreation & Culture             
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City of Isanti is located approximately 45 miles north of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. 
The community is divided by Trunk Highway 65, which serves as a strong north-south 
transportation connection between Isanti, the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area, to the south; and 
the City of Cambridge, to the north. County State Aid Highway 5 serves as the primary east- west 
transportation corridor through the community. These main corridors carry high volumes of 
traffic and are easily accessible to area residents. Many of Isanti’s services and community 
facilities have been located on or adjacent to these corridors, while residential neighborhoods 
and area parks have been placed along local or residential streets that tie into these main 
thoroughfares. 

Since 2002, the City has experienced significant levels of growth and development. Currently, the 
community is home to 6,804 residents, as estimated by the State Demographer’s office for 2021. 
After the economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the City experienced significant 
growth in 2021 that will continue into the near future. While the level of growth as well as the 
amount of time necessary for a full economic recovery is undetermined, in order to ensure that 
the community continues to be a place where people want to live, work, and play, Isanti is 
committed to planning for the future and providing recreational amenities and opportunities for 
all that may live, work, or visit the area. The City of Isanti is also committed to working with 
surrounding entities to establish regional facilities and amenities that can be utilized by more 
than just area residents. These interconnected facilities will further enhance active living and 
alternative modes of transportation throughout the region. 

In 2020, the City of Isanti updated the Comprehensive Plan and includes Chapter 5 Natural 
Resources and Chapter 6 Parks, Trails, and Open Space. These chapters analyze existing 
conditions from a broad perspective and made general recommendations that would aid in the 
future development, expansion, or conservation of City parks, open spaces, and natural areas. In 
addition, these two Chapters enabled the City to establish overall goals, policies, and objectives 
that the City wished to pursue; as they pertained to the preservation of natural resources and 
development of future parks, trails, and open spaces. As a supplement to the 2020 
Comprehensive Plan; the 2022 Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan utilizes these objectives and 
recommendations as a basis for a more in-depth look at the City’s existing and future parks, 
trails, and open space system. Specific parks, open spaces, and trail segments will be examined 
and recommendations will be made for future improvements. 

Each section of this Plan will provide City staff and City officials with key information and the 
building blocks that will help to better define the community, and its goals for both the existing 
and future park system. The Plan can be used as a reference for the City, to be reviewed when 
confronted with decisions regarding the location, timing, replacement, maintenance, and 
development / redevelopment of the overall park system. 

The City of Isanti envisions a park, trail, and open space system that will not only enhance the 
quality of life for its current residents; but will create a system that can be easily built upon in the 
future as Isanti continues to grow. The Plan will serve as a guide and will offer an opportunity to 
improve, develop, and create a system of planned green spaces and parks that emphasize safety, 
innovation, and conservation. The intent of this overall park system is not only to provide 
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residents with recreational opportunities, but to protect and enhance the natural resources that 
can still be found throughout the community. While the establishment of a greenway system in 
developed areas of the community may be considered a challenge; ensuring that areas located in 
undeveloped portions of the community and within future planning areas have been identified 
will help to reduce these types of challenges as the community grows and new development 
takes place. 

The anticipated outcome is to produce a park, trails, and open space plan that meets the needs 
of both existing and future community residents; encourages healthy, active lifestyles; and 
preserves those natural areas found throughout the community, so they can be enjoyed by 
future generations. 
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PLAN PURPOSE 

The Comprehensive Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan is intended to serve as a guide for 
maintaining and enhancing the existing parks, trails, open spaces and other associated natural 
and recreational amenities found within the City of Isanti. The Plan will also provide an overall 
framework for the development of future active and passive recreational amenities; as the 
community continues to grow. The Plan acknowledges that there are both opportunities and 
constraints, which will work to both assist in the advancement of the Plan’s goals and objectives 
or may place limits upon those ideas and principals. These limits may require the City to further 
evaluate some future plans. However, these limits are not to be seen as barriers, but as 
crossroads allowing the City to weigh additional options, so as to meet the specified goals and 
objectives of this plan. Despite this acknowledgement, the Plan will provide a framework for the 
future of the City of Isanti Parks, Trails, and Open Space system. 

The Plan also recognizes the goals, objectives, and recommendations provided within the 2020 
Comprehensive Plan, which focuses on Natural Resources and their importance for inclusion 
within the overall park system as well as the general standards provided for within the Parks, 
Trails, and Open Space portion of that same document. It is the purpose of this Plan to 
supplement and expand upon the recommendations provided for within these chapters of the 
2020 Comprehensive Plan and to provide further direction for the implementation and creation 
of a successful Parks, Trails, and Open Space system. When developing this Plan, the following 
general objectives will be essential throughout the park planning process: 

• Maintain a consistent high level of service when developing new amenities and facilities 
within the overall park system; which is similar to what has been provided today in existing 
park and recreation areas. 

• Determine the needs of the community and the activities to be provided within each park or 
open space, ensuring that both are in accordance with the community’s overall vision for the 
park system. 

• Guide decision makers, developers, and City staff in planning for future growth and 
development within the community through the integration of existing and future parks, 
open spaces, natural areas and other recreational amenities; and ensuring that all residents 
have reasonable access to these amenities. 

• Assist the community in the continued establishment of goals, objectives, and strategies for 
the development of future parks, trail, and open space connections. 

• Commit to the preservation, conservation, and enhancement of natural areas and wetlands 
located throughout the community. 

• Create a trail system that provides for an interconnected network of open spaces, parks, and 
natural resource areas that are open and accessible by the public. 
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• Plan for an interconnected park and trail network to be utilized for recreational purposes as 
well as for alternate transportation options; ensuring the connection of neighborhoods, 
schools, commercial services, recreational facilities, and parks. 

• Promote an increased quality of life for current and future residents through the promotion 
of active, healthy lifestyles. 

• Encourage cross jurisdictional planning with neighboring townships, cities, and the County; 
to ensure that current and future trail connections will promote a more expansive, 
integrated regional park and trail system. 

• Establish a continuous and permanent Greenway system, which loops through Isanti; linking 
neighborhoods, commercial areas, parks and open spaces via linear natural features that 
have been identified throughout the community. 

• Develop, monitor, and amend; as necessary, a short-term and long-term capital 
improvement and maintenance program that will guide the 
City in property acquisition, capital improvement projects, and 
operations; which not only shows continual investment in the 
park system, but advancement of the overall community 
vision. 

• Build a park system and provide recreational opportunities and 
amenities that are balanced, multi-dimensional, and adaptable 
to the changing attitudes and interests of the population; 
catering to all ages and levels of ability. 
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THE COMMUNITY 

 Historical Background 

Today, the area surrounding 
Isanti can be characterized as 
cropland containing both large 
open spaces as well as small 
remnants of the original natural vegetation that was once found within Isanti County. Areas 
containing high natural resource value include the Rum River, several streams (Park Brook, Isanti 
Brook, and Spirit Brook); woodland areas, and wetland complexes; all of which have brought and 
continue to bring value and quality to the lives of area residents. The natural resource 
significance found throughout this area continues to be recognized as perhaps one of leading 
factors for the initial settlement of the area and one of the main reasons for its continued 
growth. 
 
“Old Isanti” was first settled in 1860, as a logging and farming community.  After the construction 
of the railroad, the location of the community changed, and “New Isanti” was soon re-built 
between the Rum River and the Great Northern Railroad. Fields growing potatoes and navy 
beans flourished on the natural landscape surrounding the community. But, after years of 
farming, crop lands became depleted of nutrients and the farming industry began to decline. 
With the decline of agriculture; the environment in Isanti County began to change as well. The 
natural areas originally found within Isanti County became separated by croplands, roads, and 
eventually development. Today, Isanti has become an exurban bedroom community located 
within a collar county of the Twins Cities Metropolitan Area, where residents commute to work 
and return at the end of each day to enjoy the small-town atmosphere that Isanti provides. 
 
Historically, the City of Isanti and its residents have continued to have a close relationship with 
the outdoors and the natural environment, through its park and open space system. The 
Municipal Rose Garden, the Old Band Stand, as well as the community’s continued participation 
in sporting activities such as baseball, and tennis have attributed to the types of parks and open 
spaces that have developed over time within Isanti. The park and open space areas continue to 
be of great importance to the residents of this community and will continue to be so as the City 
develops in the future. Planning for future parks, facilities, and amenities will continue to be 
increasingly important to the promotion of healthy, active lifestyles for future residents. In 
addition, these types of facilities and amenities will continue to serve as a focal point or a 
gathering place for area residents. 
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Demographics 

The City of Isanti has seen significant growth and change in recent years. The rapid growth in 
population and households, coupled with increased commercial and industrial development has 
changed the dynamics of the community.  

In order to plan for future park and recreation system amenities and facilities, an understanding 
of the characteristics of the existing population is necessary as the characteristics of the 
population will determine the needs and the demands for particular types of services. While the 
needs and demands of the community will change as it continues to grow and composition of the 
age cohorts will change, the current statistics will provide the City with a basis from which to 
begin its planning are the best estimates available to the City for projecting the types of services 
that may be required in the near future. In recent years, the City has seen a significant increase in 
the number of young families with school aged children. This demographic shift has placed high 
demands upon area schools, recreational facilities, and community services. But, while these age 
cohorts are increasing, there is still a need for the City to accommodate the demands for services 
for the middle-aged and senior-aged cohorts. 

When compared to the overall City population, the City of Isanti has a lower percentage of senior 
citizens residing within the community. While the City will continue to add to the senior 
population, the overall number of seniors when compared to the total population is anticipated 
to remain quite low in the years to come. The middle-aged individuals, ages 36-54, will also see 
some level of increase in the population; however, when compared to the total estimated 
population of the City this number too will remain fairly low. The lower percentage of residents 
within these two demographics, middle-aged and senior-aged, has been attributed to the type of 
housing that is currently found within the community. The majority of the housing stock 
provided in the community are new developments appealing to family home buyers. While the 
City has planned for and has encouraged the development of different housing types, many of 
the larger single-family residential units, as well as attached multiple-family units, are anticipated 
to be developed at a later date as the community grows and the population diversifies. The age 
group of individuals ranging in ages 34-44 is anticipated to increase for the City in the coming 
years, due to the attractive moderately-priced housing options provided throughout the 
community. As a result, it is anticipated that those under the age of 18 will also continue to 
increase. Much of the recent park development has catered specifically to this age group and 
would appear to be the focus for the City in the near future. 

The City will need to balance the interests and needs of the various age groups and ability levels 
that will continue to characterize the residents of the community. While the interests and needs 
of the younger adult and school aged children population may continue to be more prevalent, 
parks and other associated facilities and amenities will need to cater to older adults as well. 
When developing the parks, trails, and open space system, conscious efforts should be made to 
include various types of programming and activities within each area that will cater to a more 
diverse public. Creating and establishing varying types of programs and activities aimed at 
different age groups will enable the City to better adapt to potential changing demographics in 
the future. 
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Related Planning Efforts 

The City of Isanti updated their Comprehensive Plan in June 2020. This Comprehensive Plan 
update was made to the original, which was completed in 2008. Since the 2008 Plan, many 
changes had occurred with respect to the City, as a large amount of land, primarily areas 
surrounded by the City “donut holes”, were annexed. The 2020 Comprehensive Plan took into 
consideration those properties within the existing City boundaries, as well as areas outside of the 
City limits that may be subject to future development as the City grows and expands beyond its 
existing boundaries. The Comprehensive Plan set forth the goals, objectives, and implementation 
strategies for the City of Isanti as it expands within these areas. The goals and strategies for the 
implementation of the Plan were divided into various categories, to include: Community Vision, 
Goals & Strategies, The Community, Housing and Neighborhoods, The Economy, Natural 
Resources, Parks, Trails and Open Space, Land Use and Growth and Transportation. Many of the 
goals and strategies found in specific Chapters of the overall Comprehensive Plan have been 
incorporated and will be supplemented by the 2022 Park, Trail, and Open Space Plan. 

The City has also completed several other planning related studies and plans, which include a 
Multi-Modal Transportation Plan, Development Impact Study, and a Capital Improvements Plan 
(CIP). Each of these documents will be used to further the goals and objectives of the City of 
Isanti, as the community moves into the future. These documents will become increasingly 
important as the demand and need for City services and infrastructure evolve or increase for 
both existing and new development. These documents provide guidance for the location and / or 
redevelopment of City-related services and amenities. The Capital Improvement Plan will provide 
a strategy for how funds will be allocated over future years for specific projects, so as not to 
create an undue financial burden on the community or its residents. Park related projects and 
amenities for both new and existing facilities/ equipment have been included within this 
document. The City will need to continue to utilize this plan for the future costs associated with 
the construction and/or monitoring and replacement of City park facilities and amenities.  
Replacement items or redevelopment projects associated with City parks are funded under the 
general budget funds or CIP funds. 

In addition, plans have been prepared and adopted at the County level, which have an effect upon the 
City of Isanti. Isanti County has adopted a 2017 Trails and Bikeways Master Plan, 2006-2030 
Transportation Plan, 2008 Isanti County Parks and Recreation Plan, and 2009 Land Use Plan. These 
documents provide a larger framework for planning across Isanti County. Natural resources, 
transportation systems, park and recreation amenities, and land use implications do not end at the City 
limits; but are extended into neighboring communities, townships, and Isanti County. The City 
acknowledges that planning for the conservation of natural resources, trails, and park amenities need to 
be reviewed in a broader context that will contribute to the overall function of City, Township, and County 
systems. This 2022 Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan will take into consideration the components 
identified in other City and Regional Planning documents, to ensure that Isanti is meeting the goals, 
objectives, and vision for the region as well. 
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PARK AND TRAIL SYSTEM CLASSIFICATION 

Parks and trails have been classified into various categories depending upon the types of 
amenities provided as well as based upon location and size criteria. The National Recreation and 
Park Association (NRPA, 2006) has established general descriptions for each park type, which 
have been used throughout this Plan as a guide for classifying components of the City’s park 
system. The various types include: 

Mini-Park 

The mini-park is created to address the limited, isolated, or unique recreational needs associated 
with a small area. This type of park must be located within ¼ mile distance of a residential area 
and is generally between 2,500 square feet to 1 acre in size. 

Neighborhood Park 

The neighborhood park is considered the most basic unit of the park system. This park serves as 
the recreational and social focus for a residential neighborhood; and provides for both active and 
passive recreational opportunities. This type of park is usually within ¼ to ½ mile distance of a 
residential area and is not interrupted by non- residential roads or other types of physical 
barriers, making it readily accessible to area residents. 

School Park 

The combination of parks and recreational amenities with school sites has been found to fulfill 
the space requirements for other types of parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports 
complex, or special use parks. The proximity of a school park to residential neighborhoods is 
determined by the location of the school property. The size of the park will vary depending upon 
the types of recreational facilities or amenities that are offered and the overall size of the school 
property. 

Community Park 

The community park serves a much broader purpose than a neighborhood park. The park focuses 
on serving larger community-based recreational needs, rather than just those of the surrounding 
residential neighborhood. This type of park also focuses on preserving unique landscapes, natural 
areas, and open spaces. The community park usually serves two (2) or more neighborhoods 
within one-half (½) to a three (3) mile distance. The overall location and types of amenities 
provided in these parks will be based upon the size, quality, and suitability of the site. 

Large Urban Park 

The large urban park serves an even broader purpose than the community park. This type of park 
can be used when community or neighborhood parks are not of adequate size or do not contain 
the necessary amenities to serve the needs of the overall community. The focus is on meeting 
community-based recreational needs. The preservation of unique landscape areas as well as 
passive open spaces is also a main focus for this type of park. The large urban park serves the entire 
community and the amenities provided are determined by the quality and suitability of the area. 
The overall area of the park will be determined based upon the uses that are provided. Different 



2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan 

 

 
9 

 

types of recreational opportunities require less or more land area. Generally, the large urban park 
is around fifty (50) to seventy-five (75) acres in size, in order to accommodate the necessary 
planned amenities that would service a community. 

Natural Resource Areas 

These are lands that have been set aside for the preservation or conservation of significant 
natural resource amenities, remnant landscapes, open space, and / or visual aesthetics and 
buffering. The location is dependent upon the availability and opportunity for access to these 
types of natural resources. The size of the overall area will also vary depending upon the location 
of natural amenities found on the site. 

Greenways 

Greenways tie the park system components together to form a continuous linear park 
environment, which tie natural resource elements to the overall park system. In some instances, 
utility corridors have been utilized as areas for greenway systems. 

Greenways are situated based upon the availability and location of natural resources or utility 
corridors, so the overall size of these areas can also vary. 

Sports Complex 

A sports complex places programmed athletic fields and other types of associated facilities on 
larger and fewer sites within the community. The sports complex is strategically located, so as to 
serve the entire community. The size of the facility is based upon the demand for a specific type 
and / or a certain number of recreational facilities and amenities. A minimum of twenty-five (25) 
acres is necessary; however, forty (40) to eighty (80) acres are strongly recommended. 

Special Use 

The special use park can actually cover a broad range of recreational activities and/or facilities. 
These parks are usually developed with a particular single purpose use in mind. The location and 
size are variable, and are based upon the specific use involved. Examples may include, but are 
not limited to a dog park or golf course. 

Private Park / Recreation Facility 

These types of parks and recreational facilities are owned by a private entity, yet may contribute 
to the overall City park and recreation system. These facilities vary in size and location; and are 
dependent upon the types of activities that are involved. 

Each of the parks and facilities found within the City of Isanti have been reviewed and compared 
against the criteria established for each park type by the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA). Oftentimes, it is difficult to classify a particular park or amenity within a 
specific group, as the general description, size or location may not precisely meet the 
requirements established by the NRPA. When difficulties were found in the classification of a 
particular park or facility, staff has reviewed the park against the general description and 
location. The actual size of the park may be disregarded for classification purposes. An inventory 
has been conducted of each park currently found within the park system, which has been 
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included within this plan as a reference. The inventory focuses on the classification, size, and the 
amenities that have been or will be provided within each of the City’s existing parks. 

In addition, the NRPA has also prepared a classification system for various types of trails. General 
descriptions regarding the trails purpose as well as the materials and uses permitted on the trail 
are all factors that are taken into consideration when reviewing the trails throughout the 
community. The various trail types include: 

Park Trail 

Park Trails are multi-purpose trails that are located within greenways, parks, and natural 
resource areas. The focus of the trail is based upon the recreational value of the overall facility 
and its unity with the natural environment. There are three (3) different classifications for Park 
Trails. 

• A ‘Type One’ trail is a single purpose hard-surfaced trail for pedestrians, bicyclists, or in-
line skaters. 

• A ‘Type Two’ trail is a multi-purpose hard-surfaced trail for pedestrians, bicyclist, and in-
line skaters. 

• A ‘Type Three’ trail is a nature trail for pedestrians, on which the surface may be composed 
of hard or soft materials. 

Connector Trail 

The Connector Trail is a multi-purpose trail that emphasizes safe travel for pedestrians to and 
from parks, and provides access to other areas within the community. The focus for this type of 
trail is as much on transportation, as it is on recreation. Again, there are various types of trails 
that fit this category. 

• A ‘Type One’ trail has a separate or single purpose and is hard-surfaced for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, or in-line skaters. This type of trail is generally located within an independent 
right-of-way area. 

• The ‘Type Two’ trail is a separate or single purpose hard-surfaced trail for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, or in-line skaters, which is located within roadway right-of -way. 

 

On-Street Bikeways 

These are paved segments of a roadway that serves as a means to safely and effectively separate 
bicyclists from the motor vehicle traffic. On-street bikeways are placed in two categories; bike 
routes and bike lanes. A bike route is a designated portion of the roadway that is for preferential 
or exclusive use by bicyclists. A bike lane is a shared portion of the roadway that provides 
separation between motor vehicles and bicyclists, for example a paved shoulder. 

All-Terrain Bike Trail 

This is an off-road trail for all-terrain mountain bikes. These trails are usually single purpose loops 
that are located in larger parks or within natural resources areas. The trails consist of natural 
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materials that may be prevalent within the area, in which the trail is located. Hard-surfaces 
generally are not provided as a base for the all-terrain bike trail. 

Cross Country Ski Trail 

These trails are developed for traditional and skate-style, cross country skiing activities. Often 
times, these trails are located in larger parks with natural resource amenities. Again, these trails 
are mainly utilized during the winter months for this particular type of activity. 

Equestrian Trail 

These trails are developed for the sole purpose of horseback riding. The trails are looped through 
larger parks or natural resource areas. Rather than just limiting these trails to equestrian 
activities, the trail can be developed to accommodate hiking or all- terrain biking. Conflicts 
between the various uses should be anticipated and control mechanisms should be in place to 
avoid such conflicts. 
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EXISTING PARK SYSTEM 

Isanti has approximately 190 acres of park land spread throughout eleven (11) parks within the 
current City limits. Isanti has one (1) large urban park, four (4) community parks, five (5) 
neighborhood parks, and one (1) mini-park. Sandbrook Golf Course, Martin’s Landing, the David 
C Johnson Civic Arena, and the Isanti Firefighters Rodeo Grounds; none of which are owned or 
operated by the City of Isanti, have provided significant additional recreational amenities and 
facilities for community and area residents. Isanti also has a partnership with the City of 
Cambridge to maintain a joint trail that connects the two cities. Area residents are able to use 
the Cambridge-Isanti Bike/Walk Trail year-round for numerous recreational activities. The Isanti 
Indoor Arena- BMX track is owned by the City of Isanti, but is leased to the Rum River BMX 
Association and also provides significant recreational amenity to the community and area 
residents. In addition, the Isanti Primary School, Isanti Intermediate School/School for All 
Seasons, Isanti Middle School/Minnesota Center, Arts and Science Academy (ASA) Elementary 
School and ASA Middle School all provide additional passive and active recreational opportunities 
and amenities for area residents. A brief description of the activities and facilities provided on 
each of the school parcels has been provided. Despite each of these organizations’ contribution 
towards the overall recreational amenities for the City, these facilities have not been included in 
the overall park totals presented within this document though their importance in the overall 
recreational system should be noted. 

The City also leases portions of Bluebird Park to the Cambridge-Isanti Soccer Club, Rum River 
BMX Association, and the Redbirds Organization (Baseball).  Each of these groups work in 
conjunction with the City to provide additional recreational elements that service the 
community. The property may be owned by the City; however, each of these entities is 
responsible for the implementation of recreation programs and maintenance associated with 
their facility. 

In order to develop this plan, the City analyzed the existing conditions found within each park. 
Each park was evaluated based upon these conditions. Opportunities were determined for the 
development of new and/or expanded services as well as for re-development of existing 
facilities. Recommendations have been provided for each park within the City’s system. These 
recommendations have been based upon the perceived opportunities and/or constraints that 
would appear to be present for each park. Opportunities or constraints are based upon physical 
attributes, level of service standards, the need to balance the kinds of facilities and amenities 
provided across the park system, and comments provided by area residents. 

The recommendations are conceptual only and will be further evaluated to determine what 
future improvements can and should be made, and the timeframe in which those improvements 
should occur. The availability of funds and the needs of the community will be weighed heavily 
when making these types of future decisions. 
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In General 

Over time, the City of Isanti has worked to create a park system that caters to residents and 
visitors alike. In general, there are a number of features and activities to which the community 
would like to see remain or would like to see changed in the future, so as to promote the overall 
park system. In many of the City’s parks; bench swings had been provided in the past for adults 
that have brought their children to the park to play; however, vandalism to bench swings and 
damage due to improper use of such equipment has resulted in the need for their removal. In 
those parks that currently have bench swings, once the swings have outlived their use, they 
should be removed and replaced by a different piece of play equipment or by an additional 
bench. 

In addition, the City has a long-established tradition of Community Park Builds and Community 
Tree Plantings. Both activities are open to all residents of the community, business owners, and 
other civic and non-profit groups; wishing to help in a community service project. These types of 
activities give individuals the opportunity to participate in the community-building process; 
which gives residents a sense of pride, responsibility, and ownership in the community and its 
improvements. If possible and feasible, the City should aim to continue this tradition in the 
future. 

Also, upon creation of a new public park, the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board has established 
Park Naming Contests. In these instances, City residents are given the opportunity to present a 
potential park name for Council consideration. Again, this process brings City residents into the 
park planning process and instills a sense of pride and ownership within the community. Other 
park related contests and awards have been created and provided to City residents, to include 
the City Flag Contest, naming of park areas and items within parks.  

Many of the City’s parks are located along trail or sidewalk corridors, in which residents have the 
opportunity to ride a bicycle to each of the City’s park facilities. In an effort to reinforce the need 
for an active lifestyle; safe and convenient places for the storage of bicycles while residents or 
visitors are enjoying the amenities of the park system are considered a necessity. As the City 
continues to grow and develop additional parks, open spaces, trails, and the greenway system; 
the demand for bike racks in convenient locations will increase. A portable toilet and garbage 
cans have also been provided at each park to support extended use and cleanliness efforts. 

Lastly, the City of Isanti has been monitoring the play equipment provided within the parks for 
compliance. The City of Isanti will continue to strive to protect the health and safety of those children 
using the park equipment. When necessary, play equipment will be removed and possibly replaced, in 
a timely manner. 
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Academy Park 
Location:  901 6th Ave Ct NE 

Academy Park is located on the east side of Trunk Highway 65 
and Cajima St NE.  

Existing 

A full-size tennis court is located in the center of this park area.  Chain-link fencing surrounds the 
tennis court. 

There is an open space area located to the east side of the park.  Coniferous and deciduous trees 
have been scattered throughout the park. A soccer field/multi-purpose field is along the east side 
of the park with a chain link fence to separate it from the storm pond and wetland area.  

The play equipment is located along the trail on the north side of the park. Four (4) regular 
swings have been provided. The playground area includes slides, climbers, Spinami, Loopy 
Whoop, Spin Cup and rope walls. The play equipment area is surrounded by wood chips and a 
concrete edge. Two (2) benches have been strategically located around the play equipment. 

A trail wraps around the outside edge of the park and ends along the southeast corner for future 
City expansion. Parking for this park area is available along the street. When this park was first 
opened it was a cooperative effort with the Arts and Science Academy and they had exclusive 
use of the park during school hours. In 2018, the school and City agreed that this will become an 
exclusive City of Isanti park.   

  

 

Bluebird Park 
Location:  201 Isanti Parkway NW 

Bluebird Park is generally located within 
the southeast corner of the intersection 
of 3rd Avenue NW and Isanti Parkway NW. 
A portion of the park, which consists of 
the Soccer Complex, is located within the 
northeast corner of the intersection of 3rd 
Avenue NW and Isanti Parkway NW. Bluebird Park is bisected by an access road, which is an 
extension of 1st Avenue NW. The park stretches along both sides of this access roadway, 
extending from 3rd Avenue NW on the west to the BNSF Railroad on the east; and south from 
Isanti Parkway NW to the Isanti Firefighters Rodeo Grounds and the Isanti Centennial Complex 
Industrial Park. 

Existing 



2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan 

 

 
15 

 

Two (2) large parking lots are located within the park, one at the north end and the other at the 
south end of the park. The parking lots contain approximately one hundred thirty-one (131) 
parking spaces for park patrons. In 2018, the original skatepark surface was redesigned for an 
additional parking lot with 45 parking spaces. Trails meander through the park and connect to a 
trail provided along the west side of 3rd Avenue NW via a pedestrian crossing. The Cambridge-
Isanti Bike/Walk Trail along the east side of 3rd Avenue NW, just north of Isanti Parkway NW 
provides additional pedestrian access to the park as this trail links from the City of Isanti to the 
City of Cambridge.  

Play equipment is located near the center of the park, which includes both small and large play 
structures to accommodate a wide variety of age groups. The smaller play structure, with a 
Clifford theme, has slides, a bridge, and climbing equipment. A larger structure for older children 
consists of slides, climbing walls, and climbing bars. A large net climber stands in the middle of 
the play equipment area. Several small play elements known as spring creatures have been 
provided for smaller children. A large swing set containing three (3) toddler seats, one (1) ADA 
accessible swing, and four (4) regular seats can also be found onsite. Two (2) to three (3) benches 
of varying styles and materials have been provided around the perimeter of the play equipment 
for parents accompanying their children at the park. One (1) open-sided picnic shelter has been 
constructed to the southwest of the play area and contains four (4) to five (5) picnic tables.  

Amenities for additional sports activities are included within the park. A full-size basketball court 
with two (2) benches was constructed in 2009. The court has been striped accordingly for 
regulation games. A lighted pleasure skating rink is provided during the winter months for area 
residents.  

A skateboard park, which is heavily used by the City’s young residents, supplements the 
amenities that have been provided within the park. Ramps, pikes, and other obstacles were 
added to the concrete surface area, which once housed the outdoor hockey rink. This area can 
be used year-round with the lighting system in place. 

A public green space or passive park area has been located within the northwest corner of the 
park. This area is available for other activities, such as kite flying, frisbee throwing, or playing 
catch. In 2020, the border of the northwest corner was shaped into a winter sledding hill, which 
provides additional recreation for residents during the winter months. A picnic shelter with four 
(4) tables and electric connection resides between this green space and the playground.  

In 2021, the Bluebird Amphitheater was erected along the walking path on the south end of the 
green space. This amphitheater provides an outdoor venue for community events and programs 
and can be utilized year-round.  

Mature trees line the east side of the park area and new trees are continually planted each year, 
in accordance with an approved landscape plan. Portable toilets and garbage cans have been 
adequately provided for throughout the park. 

In 2015 a rain garden was created and added to the east side of the Isanti Indoor Arena(IIA). This 
was developed to capture rainwater from the building and filters the pollutants from the storm 
water before it is returned to lakes, streams and rivers.   
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A Dog Park was added in May 2019 to the northeast 
corner of Bluebird Park, between the IIA and the railroad 
tracks. The 1-acre park is fenced in with one (1) 
maintenance gate and one (1) transition gate area for 
entry for dog park users. A bench and dog waste depot 
were added during construction. In November 2019, 
Rotary Club of Cambridge & Isanti donated money to be 
used to purchase an additional bench, dog park 
accessories (i.e., agility apparatus), and the addition of 
the entrance concrete pad and bench pad. The west 
parking lot is shared with the IIA and signs were added 
stating certain spots were for dog park users only.   

In 2022, an archery range is to be constructed in the southeast corner of the park near the red 
barn. The range will feature multiple range targets and a fence line will enclose the space due to 
safety concerns.  

There are several additional athletic elements that have become synonymous with Bluebird Park, 
given their close proximity. These include Sportsman Field, the Soccer Complex, and the Isanti 
Indoor Arena (IIA)- Rum River BMX Facility. In each instance, the City may own the property in 
which these amenities are located; however, each individual recreational group has an 
agreement with the City and is responsible for improvements and maintenance of their 
respective facility. Each facility has been briefly discussed below. 

 

Sportsman Field – (Redbirds Baseball Organization) 

Sportsman Field, home of the Isanti 
Redbirds, is a regulation size baseball 
facility located near the southwest 
corner of Bluebird Park. The field is 
lighted. Bleachers, dugouts, a cement 
block building with concession stand and 
upstairs press box have all been 
constructed on the site. A small 
outbuilding stores team equipment and 
field maintenance items. Improvements 
to and maintenance of the facility is provided by the Redbirds Organization, which raises funds 
through concession/ticket sales, as well as numerous fundraising events that may occur 
throughout the year. Water is provided to the facility by a private well. Sewer service has not 
been installed, so portable toilets are provided by the group for the season. Connection to City 
water and sewer services should be considered in the future. 
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Isanti Soccer Complex – (Cambridge-Isanti Soccer Club)  

The Isanti Soccer Complex was 
established through the use of grant 
funds awarded by the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 
Due to such funding, the area is to 
remain in perpetuity for recreational 
purposes. The Soccer Complex, which 
is located just north of Bluebird Park 
across Isanti Parkway, contains nine (9) regulation size soccer fields. Two (2) small open-sided 
shelters, located on the south and east sides of the complex; and one (1) large open shelter 
located on the west side of the complex have been provided onsite for those utilizing the facility. 
A small equipment storage facility is located near the middle of the soccer complex. Graveled 
parking areas are provided along 3rd Avenue NW, as well as along Isanti Parkway NW for patrons 
to the facility. Similar to Sportsman Field, the Cambridge-Isanti Soccer Club is responsible for 
improvements to and maintenance of the soccer fields. The Cambridge-Isanti Soccer Club has an 
agreement with the City of Isanti for the leasing of the land and the operation of the Soccer 
Complex. Updates to the existing Agreement are necessary to accommodate changing 
conditions. 

 

Isanti Indoor Arena (IIA) –                 
(Rum River BMX Association) 

The IIA, which is located within the 
northeast corner of Bluebird Park, was 
constructed in 2015. The building 
contains the race track made out of 
compacted dirt, and is surrounded by 
areas of pavement. It has a concession area, and several sets of bleachers, and picnic tables are 
within the concession area for visitors to the facility. There are restrooms available inside the 
building along with a set of restrooms that are available on the outside of the building to be used 
by the public year-round during park hours.   

A warming house is also available during the winter months. The Rum River BMX Association is 
responsible for the operations of, improvements to, and maintenance of the facility. The Rum 
River BMX Association has entered into an agreement with the City for the leasing of land and 
the operation of the track. The Agreement is reviewed occasionally and updated as needed. 

 

Recommendations 

Prior to the initial construction of Bluebird Park, the City Council had approved a site plan for the 
future development and layout of the park. While many aspects of the site plan have been 
implemented to date, such as a full-size baseball field and recreational basketball court, there are 
many more amenities and facilities planned for development in the future. The City should 
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continue its efforts to develop those facilities identified in the plan. The timeline for each 
element’s construction will depend upon whether or not funds are available and the overall 
needs of the community for each type of facility or amenity. As part of this plan, several 
recommendations for modifications to the original site plan have been noted based upon current 
needs of the community, including adding additional shade structures and landscaping, and 
removing the need for a second full-size basketball or tennis court. 

The skate park is heavily used and could use an expansion to allow more residents to utilize the 
park, and to keep the equipment fresh. Experience-appropriate equipment can be added to allow 
for beginners and more experienced riders to use the equipment symbiotically.   

A warming house/concession stand with public restrooms was planned to the south of the 
concrete area that houses the skatepark equipment. The outdoor hockey rink boards were 
removed in 2016 due to safety concerns, and it was not budgeted to replace this equipment. The 
skatepark equipment was relocated to the concrete pad where the hockey rink was housed.  
Bluebird Park sees a great deal of use throughout the year, so the restrooms/concession area is 
considered a fairly important project. Concerns have been raised regarding the maintenance 
costs, as well as the potential vandalism that may occur with permanent restroom facilities. 
However, despite the issues that such a structure may present, the components associated with 
this structure will be important as the City continues to grow and further recreational amenities 
are added to the park, in which subsequent additional recreational events will be held that may 
require these types of facilities. 

A splash pad has been recently proposed in the northwest corner of the park. This project has 
been considered as a way to encourage increased use of the park during the hot summer months 
and would keep the City of Isanti properties competitive as splash pads have begun to take shape 
in surrounding cities. Concerns over the cost of water systems and associated waste have been 
raised and will be a major consideration in the development of this feature. A restroom facility 
has also been proposed for this area and will need to be located within twenty (20) feet of any 
splash pad in order to meet state code.  

 

Eagle Park 

Location: Railroad Ave & Broadway St SW  

Eagle Park is a mini-park nestled behind the downtown 
district and to the edge of a residential area along the 
railroad tracks. The park is bordered by a parking lot that 
acts as an overflow parking area for nearby businesses. The 
park is often used by downtown employees as a break 
space.  

Existing 

In 2021, as part of the Main Street Improvement Project, the park was expanded to cover the 
southeast corner of the parking lot. The park currently includes one picnic table and three benches for 
seating.  
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Recommendations 

Due to the proximity of the railroad tracks to this park, it has been proposed that the space be used as 
a railroad viewing park. A viewing platform would be added to the southeast edge of the property, 
overlooking the tracks, to allow people to watch the trains as they come through. Coordination with 
the BNSF rail company could be utilized to manage a schedule and placards with historical facts about 
the railroad could be added to the park.  

The park, especially with the expansion, is lacking seating options for users. Adding some more picnic 
tables and benches would help increase use of the park.  

Landscaping for the park is also recommended to create a more visual space. Flowering bushes and 
limited maintenance shrubs would be an easy addition that could make a big impact on the appeal of 
the park.  

 

Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park (Formerly Isanti Tot Lot) 

Location: 518 Dogwood Street SW 

The Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park is nestled behind 
residential homes, which line Cottonwood Street SW, 
Dogwood Street SW, and 6th Avenue SW. The park is 
completely surrounded by residential homes with 
very little visibility from the public street. 

Existing 

The Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park underwent a name change in 2017 with the city asking for the 
community input on new names to encompass a more overall name for the park. This park 
contains a wide variety of play equipment and structures. Play equipment includes a super 
scoop, Buck-A-Bout, several spring creatures, swing set with three (3) regular swings and one (1) 
toddler swing, tunnel slide, and climbing play system. Wood chips have been provided around all 
of the play structures. A concrete curb was added in 2017, around the play equipment area. 

A wooden shelter with shingles placed upon a concrete slab is located within the park. The 
existing roof is wearing and shingles are missing. Three (3) picnic tables and two (2) benches have 
been provided for those utilizing the park. Limited green space is available for other types of 
activities. There are some trees that have been located onsite. Trails providing walkway access to 
the park have been provided from Cottonwood Street SW and Dogwood Street SW. The trails link 
to the overall sidewalk system along the west side of Cottonwood Street SW and the east side of 
6th Avenue SW. The trail sections, as well as the park area, is surrounded by chain link fencing so 
as to separate the park area from the residential lots that are immediately adjacent to the park. 

Recommendations 

The Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park is heavily used by the neighborhood residents. While the 
equipment is adequate for the age groups of children living within the area today, the equipment 
may need to be changed in the future to accommodate an aging neighborhood. A theme or other 
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types of recreational activities will need to be considered. Additional trees should be considered, 
so as to provide adequate shade and buffer between the activities within the park and residential 
properties.  

The shelter that is located onsite was constructed by the Cambridge-Isanti High School Trades 
class. While the shelter is in fairly good condition today, it will need to be replaced in the future. 
At this time, it is difficult to know how much use the shelter does receive, given that this is a 
small neighborhood park that is utilized mainly by surrounding residents. If the shelter were to 
be replaced in the future, the shelter should blend with the residential feel of the area. 

The Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park is located in similar fashion to that of Whisper Ridge. The park 
is hidden behind the existing residential homes located within the area. In order to ensure that 
residents of the community know the park is located within the area, additional park signage 
should be considered near the entrance walkways into the park. 

In the past, discussions have been held regarding the paving of a third access entrance into the 
park from 6th Avenue SW. A small parking lot could also be considered. There is vacant land, 
owned by a private individual adjacent to 6th Avenue SW. Not only could an area be obtained for 
a third access point, but potential additional park land could be acquired to expand the park and 
provide direct access and visibility to the area from the public street. At this time, many residents 
and visitors to the community do not realize or do not understand that this is a City park. The 
location of the park is deceiving and, oftentimes, goes unnoticed. 

In 2021, a neighborhood survey was conducted. The results highlighted the use of playground 
equipment, shelter, and open green space. The results also noted concerns about the park being 
hidden from view and becoming a gathering point for misbehaving teenagers. Recommendations 
were made to increase the monitoring of the park; creating another access point may act as a 
deterrent as visibility is increased. The survey results also encouraged the addition of 
recreational elements, fitness equipment, and early childhood learning features to enhance the 
park for its changing population.  

 

Legacy Park 

Location: 1043 Bellaire Blvd NW 

Legacy Park is located in the northwest area 
of the City and is off of the Rum River. This 
park is a 21-acre natural area with lime ag and 
natural trails that run along the Isanti Brook, 
that was built in 2015.   

The trail system encompasses an ADA path for 
a portion and the total trail system is 2.5 
miles. Picnic tables and benches are located 
throughout the park along the trail. In 2016, a 
name contest was conducted to name points of interest along the trail system. Isanti schools 
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were provided an opportunity to input names.  These names were chosen by the Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Board. In 2020, the final stretch of Bellaire Blvd was completed to 
connect to the entrance of the park. A parking lot was installed with 8 stalls.  

 

 

Mattson Park 

Location:  311 5th Avenue NW 

Mattson Park is located on the northwest 
corner of the intersection of Main Street W 
and 5th Avenue NW. The park stretches 
along 5th Avenue NW to the north, until its 
intersection with Heritage Blvd/County 
Road 5 NW and stretches to the west along 
the creek. The park is surrounded by various 
types of residential units. 

Existing 

A full-size basketball court is located within the northwest corner of the park, adjacent to 
Heritage Blvd/County Road 5 NW. The court receives a large amount of use by area residents.  

Two (2) full-size tennis courts with benches line the northeast corner of the park, which had a 
surface crack improvement in 2018. Five (5) bituminous parking spaces have been provided for 
this general area of the park. Chain-link fencing surrounds the tennis courts and a retaining wall 
with handrails is provided along the east side of the park between the sidewalk and the tennis 
courts due to the change in grade. In 2021, pickleball lines were added to the court to allow for 
multi-functional use.  

Near the middle of the park, four (4) horseshoe pits with corresponding benches have been 
located to the south of the tennis courts. There is an open space area located between the play 
equipment to the south and the horseshoe pits to the north that could be utilized for various 
types of active or passive activities. Mature trees line the west side of the park along the banks of 
Park Brook and are scattered throughout the park. 

The play equipment is located within the southern portion of the park.  Four (4) toddler swings 
and four (4) regular swings have been provided. A Mountain Climb and Slide as well as a Climber 
with Skywheels and Loop Ladders are more recent additions to the play equipment at the park. A 
Buck-A-Bout has been onsite for many years. The new play equipment areas are surrounded by 
wood chips and a concrete edge was added in 2018 to each play area. Five (5) benches have 
been strategically located around the play equipment. 

A shelter is located within the southeast corner of the park. The structure is made of wood with a 
shingled roof and a concrete floor pad. The shelter provides a roof over four (4) picnic tables. In 
2010, a message center was constructed by City staff and placed near the shelter to display 
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reservations for the park shelter, but was removed in 2011 due to vandalism. Four (4) grills have 
also been scattered throughout the park for picnic- goers.  

A sidewalk has been provided along the west side of 5th Avenue NW. The sidewalks are 
connected to the overall sidewalks system along the north side of Main Street W and the south 
side of Heritage Blvd/County Road 5 NW. Handicapped parking has been provided along Main 
Street W due to the grade differences between the street (5th Avenue NW) and the park below. 
Appropriate pavement markings and signage designates the handicapped parking area. 

 

Recommendations 

Replacement equipment will be needed in the future, particularly for the swings. Funds will need 
to be put aside for their replacement within the capital improvement plan. In the future, a new 
shelter or larger shelter will be necessary. City staff does receive requests for reservation of this 
shelter for events. If a new shelter were constructed in the future, the City should look at a 
different type of structure than is currently found onsite. A new shelter should blend with the 
surrounding residential uses. In addition, given the increased amount of usage the park shelter 
has seen in recent years for family gatherings and other types of functions, the City may look to 
have electricity extended to the Mattson Park shelter as well. 

 

River Bluff Preserve Park 

Location: 1111 Rum River Dr SW 

River Bluff Preserve is a 38-acre park in the DNR 
Wild and Scenic River Easement Area. This park 
opened in July 2015. This park has a large trail 
system of 5 miles, which connects north to Martin's 
Landing (MN DNR site).  

The park consists of two areas, an upper area and 
lower area along the Rum River. The upper area has 
a 10-acre natural vegetation pollinator area with a natural trail that leads to a lime ag trail which 

then leads to the river bank along 
the west side of the park. Along the 
north area of the natural trail, it 
leads to steps that bring you to the 
riverbank and connecting trail 
system. Once along the river bank a 
dirt and lime ag trail run adjacent to 
the Rum River.   

During the summer months a 
dock/bridge is installed along a 
portion of the trail where a side 
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stream cuts off access to the north trail system. This dock allows for fishing access during the 
summer months and connects the trail to Martin’s Landing, which is a MN DNR site.  

The entrance to the upper area of the park includes a Community Garden. The garden is 
enclosed by a 10’ tall chain link fence and is secured by a locked gate. The garden includes sixty-
six (66) ground plots, seven (7) raised beds, and one (1) elevated bed. Plots are available to 
residents to rent for the gardening season, which opens in early spring and closes in the fall. The 
plots are surrounding by mulch to prevent or limit weed growth outside of the gardening areas.  

Two (2) large plots are positioned in the corner. One (1) is planted by the City and has commonly 
grown sunflowers and a small assortment of vegetables; the other is reserved for expansion 
and/or educational gardening opportunities through area programs and partnerships. Vegetables 
that are harvested are donated to the Senior Dining program that takes place at the Isanti 
Community Center. Gardeners can also donate excess harvest for this program throughout the 
season.  

The garden also includes a supply shed with standard gardening equipment available for 
gardeners to use. A picnic table, bench and shade canopy are positioned in the space as well. The 
City maintains the general property and equipment throughout the season. They also remove 
compost and weeds surrounding the plots. Gardeners are responsible for all maintenance within 
their rented plots.  

In 2022, the Garden will undergo a renovation to freshen up the current plots, add additional 
raised and elevated beds, and to separate the large plots for distinctive use.  

Portable toilets and garbage cans have also been provided. Bituminous surface parking has been 
provided for thirteen (13) vehicles, including one (1) handicap parking space. 

 

Recommendations 

In 2022, a recreation program has been planned for building and decorating bird and bat houses. 
These houses would be added to the pollinator area in the upper level of the park. The houses 
would add color to the surrounding environment and support the natural habitation of birds and 
bats in the area. Due to standing water along the river bank, this park is a major nesting ground 
for mosquitoes. Encouraging bat habitation can help monitor insect levels and reduce the need 
for City-wide spraying.  

The walking trails at River Bluff offer a number of opportunities to incorporate artwork into the 
area. Not only would art and sculptures add color to the dull surroundings, but it could increase 
park usage by encouraging resident participation and creating a more visually appealing park and 
trail system.   

The trail system is not host to lookout points, which could be added to encourage longer use of 
the park grounds. Adding benches or passive use features could create more gathering 
opportunities for residents.  
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Riverside Park 

Location: 503 Rum River Drive NW 

Riverside Park is located near the corner of 
Rum River Drive NW and Hillock Street NW. 
Riverside Park is located to the east of the 
Rum River. This area is also surrounded by 
residential neighborhoods. 

Existing 

Riverside Park contains various types of play 
equipment, which caters to both small and 
older children. The toddler equipment is comprised of a small toddler climber with a slide and a 
spring car, which is located on the south end of the park. A larger play structure with slides, 
climbing equipment, tunnels, and bridges is located on the north side of the park. Very little open 
area is available on the site for passive activities. One (1) bench and two (2) picnic tables have 
been provided for park patrons. Wood chips surround all of the play equipment. Portable toilets 
and garbage cans have also been provided. Bituminous surface parking has been provided for 
eleven (11) vehicles. 

The park is buffered by a heavy line of trees located to the west. Some new trees have been 
planted to add shade at the park; however, it will take many years before these trees can provide 
an appropriate tree canopy.  

A wooded lot, which is considered part of Riverside Park, extends back to the Rum River. A fence 
with access gate has been provided along this lot line. Questions have arisen as to how and 
whether access from this lot to the river could be accommodated, so residents are able to enjoy 
the scenic natural amenities of the area. 

A new safety light was installed at the park during the summer of 2008, in an effort to increase 
park safety for those utilizing the facilities as dusk. There is a trail which leads into the park from 
the north side. The trail begins at its intersection with Whiskey Road and runs the length of 
Hillock Street NW, behind the residential homes into the park. A sidewalk is located on the west 
side of Rum River Drive NW also provides pedestrian access to the park. 

Recommendations 

In the future, upgrades and replacement of park equipment will be necessary. The play 
equipment within the park has been located at opposite ends of the area. In the future, play 
equipment should be concentrated within one general vicinity, to allow for better visibility by 
parents that may be watching over their children at the park. 

The City should consider the possibility of expanding the park towards the river and allowing for 
public access via trails to natural areas along the Rum River. The topography and the ponding 
area located behind the park, as well as the type of trail that the City could provide, would need 
to be further reviewed due to the flood plain and scenic river designation of the Rum River. 
While the option may not work for the site, walking paths providing access to the Rum River 
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would be an asset to the community and its residents. An issue that may arise if trails and access 
was provided would be the potential trespassing issues, if the public were to go beyond any 
constructed City trails due to the large number of privately held lots that are located along the 
river, both to the north and to the south of the Riverside Park area. If the City wishes to provide 
additional trail linkages along the river heading to the south or north, easements would need to 
be obtained by the City from each of the owners along the proposed trail. 

 

Rum River Meadows Park 

Location: 1108 South Passage SW 

Rum River Meadows Park is located 
along the north side of South Passage 
SW, just to the west of the intersection 
of South Passage SW and Maplewood 
Avenue SW. The park is surrounded by 
residential properties.   

Existing 

Rum River Meadows Park contains both 
a larger play structure for older children, as well as a smaller structure that is geared towards 
younger children or toddlers. The smaller structure contains a slide with stairs.  Several spring 
creatures have also been provided for smaller children. The larger play structure consists of 
slides, climbing equipment, poles and a bridge. A swing set with two (2) regular seats and two (2) 
toddler seats has been located onsite. A bench swing; along with two (2) regular benches and 
two (2) picnic tables have been provided. Wood chips have been provided around the base of the 
play equipment and in 2020 a concrete border was installed surrounding the play equipment 
area. 

There is some green space surrounding the play equipment, which could be used for other types 
of activities. A volleyball court was added to the east side of the park area in 2016. Posts and a 
net are provided on a grass surface.  

Trees have been planted in an attempt to add shade to the property. An irrigation system is also 
in place to ensure that the landscaping is adequately maintained. An imitation rock is located on 
the property, which houses the irrigation control panel.  

A sidewalk is located on the north side of South Passage, which connects to the overall City 
system via trail along the west side of County Road 23 and north side of South Passage on the 
east side of County Road 23; and via sidewalk along the east side of County Road 23. A streetlight 
has been placed along South Passage SW, which provides some light for park patrons in the 
evening. The two adjacent properties to the west and east of the park were acquired in 2012 for 
future expansion of this park. 

 

Recommendations 
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Additional trees and landscaping have been discussed in the past for the park. The park was 
developed on vacant property within the Rum River Meadows subdivision, and such parcels did 
not have any existing trees in place. In order to have adequate shade for park patrons in the 
future, additional trees should be considered to aid in the expansion of the tree canopy. When 
planting trees, care should be taken when digging, so as not to disrupt or break the underground 
pipes associated with the irrigation system. There is ample room for natural elements to be 
added to enhance the attractiveness of the property and to create more functional areas for 
residents to use.  

Fencing has been proposed for the perimeter of the park. The private property owner to the 
north has constructed a privacy fence. Should the City move forward with placing additional 
fencing along the east and west sides of the park; the type, materials, and height of the fencing 
would need to be determined. However, the fencing may detract from the openness of this small 
neighborhood park and may hamper other activities from occurring on the park property.  

In the future, the equipment will need to be replaced in an effort to maintain safety standards 
for the park and to continue to draw people to the area. Expanding or adding new equipment to 
the park may utilize the expanded property and allow the park to grow with the residents. 

Whether the park is eventually converted from an active park to a more passive park, additional 
park signage should be considered, so as to provide better identification for City residents. Such 
signage and the type of signage would need to be reviewed and should be placed near the 
walkway entrances into the park. 

For improved ADA convenience, a walking path could be paved from the sidewalk up to the 
playground to ensure access for all residents.  

In 2021, a resident survey was conducted to understand the surrounding community needs and 
struggles with this park. The results highlighted the need for additional shade structures and 
gathering areas. It was suggested that a park shelter or shade unit be constructed to allow for 
neighborhood gathering. Residents highlighted the desire for additional recreational elements, 
fitness equipment, natural elements and early childhood learning features to be incorporated 
into the park.  

 

Unity Park 

Location: 420 3rd Avenue NW  

Unity Park is located to the north of Unity 
Boulevard NW and runs the entire length of this 
street segment. The western corner of the park, 
which contains the softball field, is located within 
the northeast quadrant of the intersection of 3rd 
Avenue NW and Unity Boulevard NW. The more 
passive area of the park is located within the 
northwest quadrant of the intersection of Unity Boulevard NW and First Avenue NW. The park is 
surrounded by residential units to the south, the Isanti Primary School to the west, additional 
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recreational amenities and the Isanti Area Firefighters Rodeo Grounds to the north, and 
industrial uses to the east. 

Unity Park was also developed with the aid of grant funds provided by the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. The park was developed to include both passive and active 
areas. 

Existing 

Unity Park is the location of the community’s only softball field. A stand-alone field is located 
within the western portion of the park. The field is lighted and is surrounded by chain-link 
fencing within the outfield. The field is often rented for recreational league games, as well as for 
private games like kickball. In 2020, boulders were added to the edge of the parking lot to create 
a boundary between the grass and the lot. New bleachers were installed in 2021.  

There are several bird houses that have been constructed on the property near the ball field. The 
bird homes were constructed by private individuals and placed within the park at the time of its 
development. 

There is also a mature line of trees that surround the outfield. A gravel parking lot is located 
along 3rd Avenue NW, which has been used by not only park patrons, but the Isanti Primary 
School as well.  In 2015, a memo of understanding was established between the City and School 
District for use of the parking lot by the district during the school year.  A portable toilet and 
garbage cans have also been provided. 

The more passive area of the park is located to the east. This area contains a wide-open green 
space, as well as a small wetland complex with native vegetation. Mature trees line the north 
side of the park. A park shelter currently exists on the site, along with a small wooden picnic 
table with a cover. A grill has been provided onsite for those wishing to picnic in the park. 
Sidewalk is located along the west side of 3rd Avenue NW, providing pedestrian access to the 
park. 

Recommendations 

Improvements will need to be made to the field in the future. Limeag was added and the infield 
was reshaped in 2017. Limeag, striping, and lighting will all need to be replaced in the coming 
years. The lighting system within the park is currently being turned on and off via the breaker 
box. The turning of the lights on and off, in this fashion, is considered to be hazardous. The City 
will need to update the lighting system in the near future to avoid any safety issues. In order to 
ensure that the field is adequately maintained for those groups using the field, the City has 
implemented a fee structure for field use by organized teams. The revenue received from the 
fees will be used to help off-set the costs associated with the maintenance of the field now and 
in the future.  

Additional seating may be considered for the passive portion of the park, particularly in those 
areas overlooking the natural area provided on the property. Seating may consist of a few 
benches. Landscaping can also be considered to make the area more appealing and useful.  
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The Parks, Recreation and Culture Board has discussed the existing park shelter and does not see 
the need to re-construct or replace this shelter in the future, as the shelter and this portion of 
the park is perceived to have very little use. If an Eagle Scout were to rebuild the shelter in the 
future as part of a required project, the City would likely accept a new shelter; however, the City 
would look to have the shelter constructed within a different park.  

 

Whisper Ridge Park 

Location: 795 3rd Avenue SW 

Whisper Ridge Park is located behind the existing 
homes on the corner of Cottonwood Street SW and 
3rd Avenue SW. The park directly abuts and is 
located to the southeast of the residential homes 
located on Birch Court SW and is directly to the 
north of a residential neighborhood. The railroad 
borders the property for a short distance on the 
east, while the property to the north is vacant. 
Spirit Brook runs through the northern portion of 
the property. 

Existing 

Whisper Ridge Park is the location of one (1) full-size basketball court and one (1) full-size tennis 
court.  The courts are combined into the same space and surrounded by a chain-link fence. A trail 
leads back to the area, which links the two entrances, one from 3rd Avenue SW and one from 
Birch Court SW. Fencing has been placed along the entrance from 3rd Avenue SW. Lighting has 
been provided at each of the access entrances as well.   

Mature trees surround this area to the north and east. Much of the area is left in its natural state 
and would be considered a passive park area. Spirit Brook and a large wetland area are located to 
the north of the park. This area is controlled by a private property owner at this time; however, 
little, if any, of this area can be developed due to the natural resource significance of the area 
and the location of the existing floodplain. 

Recommendations 

Due to the park’s location, many of the City’s residents do not know that the park exists. The City 
has had issues with individuals riding recreational vehicles within the area, which has disturbed 
the surrounding neighborhood and cut up the natural areas that exist on the site. The Public 
Works Department has placed bollards along the railroad tracks within the area, in an effort to 
prevent ATV and vehicle use on the property. However, due to the isolation of the park and its 
lack of use, additional illegal activities have been known to occur in the park. 

In previous discussions of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board, members agreed that due to 
lack of use, the courts should not be replaced in the future. The courts should be removed upon 
their deterioration.  
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There is area located to the north, which is unbuildable due to flood plain and wetland issues. In 
the future, the City may consider working with the property owner in an effort to expand the 
park to the north. Additional passive and natural areas would then be available to City residents.  
In addition, access to and visibility of the park may be better attained from the north. 

There have also been numerous discussions about connecting this park to the Downtown area 
via a boardwalk. The path would lead through a natural wetland and serve to support the 
surrounding neighborhoods in getting to and from Downtown. It would also offer access to and 
highlight the City’s natural environment. This project was stalled in early 2015 due to projected 
costs, but should be researched again in the future as a viable option for continuing to build 
convenient access points throughout the City.      

 

FORMER PARK PROPERTIES 

In 2019, the City Council discussed their intention to reduce the number of parks in the City and 
to focus energy on building a centralized destination for the community’s events and programs, 
with Bluebird Park being the preferred destination. In an effort to preserve a sustainable 
balance in park properties City staff is required to maintain and to move toward this goal, 
decisions have occasionally been made to reduce park properties that are managed by the City. 

 

VFW Park 

Location: 410 Railroad 
Avenue SW 

VFW Park was located 
on the northeast 
corner of the 
intersection of Railroad 
Avenue SE and 
Palomino Drive SE. The 
park was located to the south of the VFW Post facility, to the west of an existing residential 
neighborhood, to the north of a less densely populated residential area with future growth 
potential, and the east of the railroad tracks. The area to the north and west is guided for 
residential and commercial mixed uses; while the area to the south and east are guided for low 
density residential development. 

Former Features 

The City of Isanti had entered into a lease agreement with the VFW in 1987, which set forth the 
terms and conditions for the use of the area identified as VFW Park. The original agreement 
allowed for a chain-link fence to surround the perimeter of the park, for play equipment to be 
placed within the area, and for the installation of two (2) bituminous parking spaces with a 
corresponding trail to be placed along the south edge of the property. While the area designated 
as park had been surrounded by chain-link fence and play equipment had been installed; the 
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parking spaces and trail had not been constructed. The overall size and dimensions of the park 
were quite small. Additional open space area, military equipment, and horseshoe pits are located 
to the north and west of the site; however, these areas were not considered part of the park. 

The area is surrounded by mature trees, which provide more than adequate shade for those 
visiting the area.  

A sidewalk was placed along Palomino Drive in 2019.  Residential homes can be found to the 
east, with future residential designated to the south of the site. However, much of the area 
located immediately to the south is classified as floodplain and wetland; rendering additional 
development immediately to the south of the park quite difficult, if possible, at all.  Currently, 
the lack of development and the variety of uses within the area, as well as the lack of pedestrian 
and motor vehicle traffic, has fostered a sense of isolation and seclusion to the park. In addition, 
neighboring properties have added recreational elements to their private parcels that deter 
children from entering the park. These conditions resulted in the park receiving very few visitors 
from the surrounding area. Despite these conditions, this was the only neighborhood park 
located adjacent to the existing residential properties to the east that is easily accessible and 
within a short walking distance. 

In 2021, the City Council and the VFW decided to terminate the lease agreement and remove all 
City property from the park land. The fencing remained in place, as requested by the VFW, but all 
playground and park elements were removed. The City no longer maintains the property or any 
features on the land.  

Isanti Community Center 

Location: 208.5 1st Ave NW 
 
The Isanti Community Center is positioned just north of the Isanti City Hall, behind residential 
properties and a storage business. The center is available for public and private rental with a user 
fee.  
  
Existing 
The center includes a main entertainment room with a 215 person capacity, restroom facilities, 
office and storage space, a small stage, and a multi-use kitchen. The kitchen includes a wash sink, 
refrigerator and freezer units, counter and cabinet space. Tables and chairs are provided, as well 
as a mounted TV with DVD player. Renters also have access to a speaker sound system, projector 
with screen, and microphones for an additional user fee. 
 
The center also provides monthly rental options and is often rented by area organizations for 
weekly meetings. 

 

Isanti School System 

The City of Isanti has five (5) public schools located within its municipal boundaries; Isanti 
Primary School, Isanti Intermediate School/School for All Seasons, Isanti Middle 
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School/Minnesota Center, Arts and Science Academy Elementary, Arts and Science Academy 
Middle School. The City also includes one K-12 private school: St Scholastica HSC Academy. Each 
of the schools provides recreational opportunities and amenities on school property that can be 
accessed and utilized by City residents. While these areas are not owned, operated, or 
maintained by the City, the recreational facilities provided at each of these sites fill gaps that may 
be seen within the existing park and recreation system. For this reason, a brief discussion and 
description of the existing facilities found on each of these school sites has been provided below. 

 Isanti Primary School 
Location: 301 County Road 5 NW 

Located on the northwest corner of the intersection of 3rd Avenue NW and County Road 5 NW. 

The Primary School has both a small and medium sized play structure located along 3rd Avenue 
NW. The equipment consists of slides, climbing bars, tubes, and bridges. Two (2) swing structures 
are also located within this same general area. Benches have been strategically placed around 
the play equipment area. The play area is surrounded by a chain-link fence, protecting children 
playing within the area from the adjacent residential street. Poured in Place sand has been 
placed as the base of the equipment area. 

The Primary School also has a larger play structure for older children located on the west side of 
the school. Slides, tubes, and climbing equipment make up this larger play structure. A swing 
structure has also been located within this area. Similar in design to the other play area, benches 
have been located around the outer perimeter of the activity area and sand has been provided 
around the base of the equipment. A ball field as well as additional open space area can be found 
to the north of the play structure and to the west of the parking lot. In addition, a hard surfaced 
area has been located adjacent to the school building, which has two (2) funball goals. 

 Isanti Intermediate School/School for All Seasons (IIS/SFAS) 

Location: 101 9th Avenue SW 

Located to the south of the intersection of 8th Avenue NE and 9th Avenue NE 

The IIS/SFAS has two (2) ballfields, as well as a vast amount of additional open space area, which 
could be used for other types of organized play activities or sports. This area is irrigated and is 
surrounded by a chain-link fence, so as to separate this area from the residential lawns that abut 
the fields on the south, southeast, and southwest sides. A basketball hoop and hard surfaced 
play area has been provided on the south side of the school, immediately adjacent to the school 
building. Several large play structures consisting of slides, bridges, swings, and climbing 
equipment has also been located within this area. 

 Isanti Middle School/Minnesota Center (IMS/MC) 

Location: 201 Centennial Drive NW 

Located on the southwest corner of the intersection of Centennial Drive NW and County Road 5 
NW, immediately adjacent to the Rum River. 
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The IMS/MC has two (2) practice football fields as well as two (2) baseball fields with benches. 
Soccer facilities with goals are located on the south side of the school. A paved area with four (4) 
basketball hoops and tetherball equipment has also been provided within this same general area. 
Climbing equipment, while only small stand-alone pieces, can be found in various locations on 
the property. These pieces of equipment were part of a larger physical activity course used by 
the school during physical education classes. 

Arts and Science Academy – Elementary School 
Location: 903 6th Ave Ct NE 

Located in the cul-de-sac of 6th Ave Ct and south of Cajima St NE, next to Academy Park. 

The public charter elementary school was built in 2015, it has one large playground area, a small 
basketball court and is adjacent to Academy Park, which is used by the school during school days. 

Arts and Science Academy – Middle School 

Location: 1005 7th Ave NE 

Located on the north side of 7th Ave. 

The public charter middle school was built in 2017 as an expansion from the elementary school.   

St Scholastica HSC Academy 

Location: 207 Whiskey Road NW 

Located on the south side of County Road 5 next to Isanti Middle School. 

The co-ed private school provides a Catholic-based education from Kindergarten through 12th 
grade.  

 

 

EXISTING TRAIL SYSTEM 

Trail and sidewalk connections have become an increasingly important part of the City’s park and 
transportation system. Trails not only provide an opportunity for additional recreational 
opportunities, but are an important link between schools, neighborhoods, parks, commercial 
areas, and other community facilities throughout Isanti. 

The trail system in Isanti started development in the early 2000s, after trails became a 
requirement of new development in 2002. Previously, pedestrian thoroughfares consisted of 
narrow public sidewalks that were added minimally within or adjacent to new residential 
developments. 

Isanti now requires new development to provide both sidewalks and trails; as these facilities are 
considered to be important in the creation of an overall pedestrian way system. Both types of 
facilities are required to meet the City’s adopted construction specifications and location 
standards, included within the City’s Subdivision Ordinance and Engineer’s Design Manual. 
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Trails and sidewalks now connect most new developments 
to one another and have been dispersed throughout the 
community. While there may be some gaps within the 
system, the City remains dedicated to closing these gaps in 
the future, to ensure that the sidewalk and trail system 
will only become stronger and more well-connected. 
While some of these gaps in the system are located within 
developed areas of the community, a great majority of 
these infill pieces are located on parcels that have not yet 
developed. In 2021, a trail was added along the north end 
of Heritage Blvd NW from Hillock Court NW to 3rd Avenue NW to allow for safe passage to and 
from the Isanti Primary School property, and additional trail projects have been proposed to 
connect new developments with school properties. 

City policy and ordinances would require the developer to construct these trail or sidewalk 
segments upon the development of the property. The City of Isanti realizes that it cannot control 
the timeframe in which these areas will develop in the future. If the City would decide that a 
particular segment is necessary prior to such development, the City would become the 
responsible party for obtaining easements and constructing these sidewalk or trail segments. 

The majority of the trail linkages found within the community can be classified as Type Two, Park 
Trails or Type Two, Connector Trails. Both of these trail categories will continue to be important 
as well as the most predominant types of trail found within the community. 

However, as the City continues to grow and develop, and as the needs and demands of the 
community change, additional trails with different types of purposes may be necessary and may 
need to be included in the overall sidewalk and trail system. 

In review of the existing Sidewalk and Trail Map, it has been determined that there are gaps 
within the system that need to be filled. There have also been discussions to extend City trails to 
connect to more regional trail systems, such as to the Sunrise Prairie Trail near North Branch and 
to other County trails. The proposed “infill” segments have been discussed in more detail below.      

 

PROPOSED PROJECTS  

In an effort to ensure that area residents and visitors have a safe crossing over State Trunk 
Highway 65 (TH 65), the City has easements for connecting trails to cross TH 65. These sidewalks 
and trails are still considered important, even without a pedestrian bridge, to ensure connectivity 
along each side of the corridor. The City will need to continue looking towards options to provide 
safe passage across Highway 65. 

• East TH 65 trail extension is considered to be an important connector between the 
residential neighborhood, future commercial area, and the school property. 
 

• Main Street trail improvements would connect the west entrance of TH 65 to the 
existing sidewalk that is currently located on the south side of Main Street East. 
Currently, this sidewalk segment ends at the intersection of Main Street East and Credit 
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Union Drive NE. Again, this trail segment would still be necessary to fill a gap in the 
current service area. 
 

• CSAH 5 Trail and Sidewalk Improvements along the south side from Elim Lane NE to 
Credit Union Drive NE and along the north side from Hillock Court NW to Third Avenue 
NW (Isanti Primary School). The project would involve the completion of sidewalk or 
trail segments that had previously been identified as necessary for the safety of 
pedestrians walking to school along CSAH 5 as well as to local businesses in these areas 
for surrounding residential neighborhoods. Applications had been submitted for Safe 
Routes to School funding, but to date, the project has not been granted funds. The City 
continues to pursue funding to aid in the construction of these sidewalk areas. 
Easements would also need to be obtained from private property owners in several 
areas along this roadway, due to the limited amount of existing right-of-way. 

 
• CSAH 5 Trail Improvements to the west of Whiskey Road. This trail segment should 

connect the bridge that currently crosses the Rum River to the existing trail that is 
located within the southwest corner of Whiskey Road NW and CSAH 5 NW. Currently, 
pedestrians walk along County Road 5 NW within this area to get to the Rum River 
Bridge. A trail would provide the separation necessary between pedestrians and motor 
vehicle traffic. 

Second enhanced pedestrian crossing on County Road 5 NE. A second enhanced pedestrian 
crossing has been identified within the Comprehensive Plan, which would cross County Road 5 
NE, just to the east of its intersection with 8th Avenue NE. As this area to the north and 
southeast begins to develop, additional residential neighborhoods will need a safe crossing that 
would tie these newly developed areas into those of the existing community.Additional sidewalk 
and trail extension or infill projects may be necessary, which have not been summarized here. 
The City should look to conduct a Walkable Workshop of the community utilizing its sidewalk and 
trail system, so as to identify additional areas where connections may be needed or signs/signals 
for safe pedestrian crossing should be included or displayed. Once identified, these areas can be 
further prioritized to ensure that construction is completed for these segments as well. 

The City has also previously discussed a major development to build a pedestrian bridge crossing 
TH 65 and providing safe passage across this high-traffic transportation corridor. The City 
currently has easements for connecting trails that were to lead to the entrance of the bridge on 
both east and west sides of the highway. The project was stalled in 2010 due to a lack of funding 
and federal support for infrastructure developments. The project has been re-addressed many 
times in years since, but has yet to receive the support for funding that would be needed to 
complete the project. It is still, however, a valuable project to consider to connect the City across 
TH 65. 

    

 

FUTURE PARK AND TRAIL SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 
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Future Park Development     

In order to ensure that a wide variety of play area types, sizes, amenities, and facilities can be 
found throughout the City of Isanti Park System that reflect the overall vision and values 
established by the community, an overall framework that provides direction for the creation of 
new parks and the redevelopment of existing facilities is needed. This framework will ensure that 
the Isanti Park System embodies the essence of the community and meets the needs of residents 
now, and in the future. 

1. All residents should have the opportunity to play. 

Play areas within parks should be created, so as to be stimulating and developmentally 
appropriate for all age groups and abilities. The play area should be designed to allow children 
the opportunity to investigate and influence their environment. The areas should enable children 
to thrive, contribute, and begin to create a healthy, active lifestyle. Furthermore, parks should be 
located and designed so as to accommodate the physical and developmental needs of all age 
groups and abilities, including for adults. A better quality of life will be experienced by all if equity 
and diversity are achieved within the facilities and services provided in the park system. 

2. Parks should be both accessible and located within a reasonable walking distance. 

Play areas should be readily accessible and located within walking distance for all age groups and 
all abilities. Most play areas should be located within ¼ mile of a residential neighborhood. 
Crossing of major barriers such as collector or arterial roadways should be eliminated. A network 
of multi-use, non-vehicular pathways, sidewalks, or trails should be created to ensure that 
accessibility and walking distance standards are met for the community. 

3. The connections between Parks, Open Spaces, and Natural Areas should be enhanced. 

Every park, play area, and open space within the community should be connected to every other 
park, play area, and open space through a linear greenway or sidewalk and trail system. This 
circulation system, which connects these amenities will encourage biking and walking within the 
community; and will foster a more positive community image for residents. Safe pedestrian 
connections will enhance community connectivity for both recreational and transportation 
purposes. Utility corridors such as storm water drainage systems or above and underground 
utility corridors may be considered as prime locations for a greenway system, as these areas can 
provide usable open spaces that remain consistent with their main purpose and function. 

When possible, these areas should be considered, in an effort to provide a more cohesive park 
and trail system. 

4. Parks should offer a variety of amenities and should be considered a destination for 
residents. 

Each park or play area within the overall park system should be different and should include a 
variety of different play settings and amenities. Each park area should be programmed to provide 
a unique experience, so that the system as a whole creates an exciting and diverse set of 
activities for all age groups. Residents come to identify with a particular amenity or facility 
located within a particular park. These unique places encourage healthy, active lifestyles. 
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5. The overall park system should provide access to natural settings. 

As part of the overall park system, the City should aim to protect wild and natural areas, which 
should then be made accessible to the public. Native landscaping should be provided throughout 
the park system when it is appropriate to do so. Education programs should be encouraged 
adjacent to these areas, in an effort to stimulate interest and encourage increased environmental 
awareness. All age groups can benefit from viewing and acquiring an appreciation for the natural 
environment.  

6. Open spaces should encourage sustainability for future generations. 

Good park design maintains and respects the natural features that may be found on a given site 
and take into consideration such things as natural drainage patterns, topography, plants and 
wildlife. Parks and open spaces should be built on the existing environmental conditions or such 
features should be re-created on the site to help further define and enhance play areas. 
Respecting the natural environment found in a particular area; will not only help to create more 
unique spaces, but will preserve natural areas for future generations to enjoy. 

7. Play areas should be designed with the recreational activities that may be provided in 
mind. 

Playground areas should contain more than one type of recreational activity. Many parks contain 
manufactured play equipment alone; however, encouraging activity amongst the youth of the 
community requires more than play equipment. The number and type of activities provided 
should be determined by the area, location, size, function, adjacent uses and the overall 
community need for specific types of play activities. A variety of stimulating activities and 
facilities will help to encourage more active lifestyles. 

8. Play areas should be site specific and sensitive to the surroundings. 

Play areas should be designed to meet the character of the site. The activities provided should 
ensure that the area is seen as a destination. A master plan should be considered for each new 
park, even if the entire project cannot be constructed immediately. The overall features of the 
site should reflect the values, history, and needs of the area that it is intended to serve. Elements 
provided within the park should inspire community connection to the area. High quality building 
materials should be incorporated, along with a well-thought landscape plan to make the area 
aesthetically pleasing. 

9. The neighborhood and/or community should be involved in the design of a new park or 
open space area. 

When designing a play area, meaningful community involvement, which includes children, youth, 
adults, maintenance staff, and recreational leaders; should be a focus in the design process. After 
the park has been designed and constructed, all attempts should be made to keep the 
community involved in the park’s development in the future. New play areas should be designed 
and based upon community or neighborhood needs. When redeveloping an existing park or 
continuing to build upon the concepts provided within a new park, community participation from 
those residents within the surrounding neighborhood should be considered and included at each 
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stage of the development process. This type of citizen participation encourages “ownership” of 
the space that is created. 

10. Maintenance standards and a Capital Improvement Plan should be implemented during 
the design process. 

Each area should have an on-going maintenance guide, which is considered at the beginning of 
the park planning and design phase. Each item within the play area should be documented and 
included within a maintenance program and Capital Improvement Plan, so as to ensure that 
funding is available in the future for the upkeep of the equipment and the maintenance of the 
overall play area. 

11. Adequate funding and resources must be identified when designing a new park or 
implementing a program. 

The play area design should be reviewed to incorporate capital, operations, and maintenance 
costs in the allocation of funds so that there is complete financial understanding of the play area 
in the future. The City should continue to use partnerships and collaboration efforts when 
possible as a funding option. Cost estimates should be prepared for each project, which includes 
a full accounting of all costs at the design stage. Once a park is planned and created, on-going 
maintenance and replacement costs are a concern and should be addressed at the beginning of 
the park planning process. 

12. Realize that park areas and needs will change over time. The ability to adapt to changing 
preferences is necessary. 

Neighborhoods change over time and the play areas located within these areas should consider 
potential future changes at the design stage. Flexible space should be added to the overall park 
area to allow for changes as the community grows and changes. 

Full funding for the construction of a park may not always be available, so incremental 
development of a park allows sites to evolve as needs change in the future. This phased 
development over time will allow for changes in user types, patterns, and preferences. In 
addition, the City must consider the changing demographics and the new trends that may arise in 
the future when planning for new play areas. The City should also consider and balance the value 
of existing parks to determine if their continued existence is beneficial to the community and 
worth the resources they require to maintain.  

13.  Develop a centralized destination for the entire community to experience and enjoy. 

In 2019, the City Council established a goal to create a centralized park location that would 
become an overall destination for City-run activities. Bluebird Park, being centrally located and 
offering an abundance of open space, continues to be enhanced to meet the needs of the 
growing community and to offer amenities that will draw in residents from the entire City. This 
park will continue to be used and promoted for City events, programs, and activities to meet this 
goal.     
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Future Trail Development 

Linkages from existing and future parks, open space and natural areas to residential and 
commercial areas of the community will continue to be an important part of the overall park 
system. Not only will these linkages encourage an alternative form of transportation, to include 
walking and biking, but their inclusion within the overall park system will encourage active living 
and healthy lifestyles throughout the community. In order to ensure that these options are in 
place for community residents, an overall framework that provides direction for the construction 
of new trail segments is needed. This framework will ensure that the trails providing access and 
linkage to the overall Park System will continue to meet the needs of City residents. 

1. Build a safe and secure community-wide trail system that links neighborhoods, 
recreational areas, community facilities, regional destinations, and natural areas to one another 

The sidewalk and trail system has been identified as a highly desired infrastructure improvement 
for the City of Isanti. The existing trail system should be evaluated, maintained, and expanded 
upon to continue to accommodate both recreational and transportation needs. Providing a safe 
and secure pedestrian transportation system will help to encourage active and healthy lifestyles 
for area residents. Connections should be monitored on a regular basis, so as to ensure that the 
proper infrastructure is in place to continue to provide safe pedestrian connections for area 
residents. 

2. Establish a continuous greenway system both around and through the community 
where possible. 

Natural features can be found, which can be construed to be linear in form; and thus, have the 
potential for being linked to create a more continuous system. If these areas could be preserved, 
they would serve as natural stormwater buffers, trail corridors, nature areas, and neighborhood 
links throughout the community. The community should strive to identify those areas throughout 
the community that could be used for such a greenway system. 

3. Continue to develop new trail segments in conjunction with the subdivision of land. 

New trail segments should continue to be required as part of the platting and site design process. 
New residential and commercial developments have been required to provide both sidewalk and 
trail linkages, so as to ensure that the existing system is tied to new growth areas. This will 
enable the community to fill gaps that may exist and ensure that future gaps are avoided when 
possible. 

4. Trail location should take into consideration natural areas and features. 

Trail alignment should take into consideration the location of natural areas and features. The 
exact location of a future trail should be determined by studying in the field the conditions of the 
proposed trail location prior to development. While trails are a necessity within the overall park 
and trail system; care should be given to trail placement to ensure that natural areas are 
protected from construction and development. In addition, the preservation of these natural 
areas will help to enhance the aesthetics along any given pathway. 

5. Work with the State, County, Township, and other governmental entities to ensure that 
existing and future trail connections take into consideration regional linkages. 
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The community should continue to work with other governmental entities to ensure that existing 
and future trail linkages provide access to regional trails that may be constructed within or near 
the community. Regional collaboration to construct a larger trail infrastructure system for both 
recreational and transportation purposes will continue to be increasingly important in the future. 
Not only will these partnerships help to strengthen regional planning efforts, but will help these 
governmental entities to share resources for the common good. 

6. Maintenance standards and a Capital Improvement Plan should be implemented. 

Similar to that in park planning, the continued maintenance and reconstruction of sidewalk and 
trail segments should be considered during the planning and design phase. These amenities will 
also need to be replaced and maintained to ensure that the system is safe for pedestrians. 
Funding must be made available in the future for maintenance and construction and/or 
reconstruction of these segments. 

 

FUTURE PARK, TRAIL AND OPEN SPACES 

The City of Isanti is anticipating future population growth and continued residential, commercial, 
and industrial development. This additional growth and development will require additional park, 
trail, and open space areas to be incorporated within each new development; to be added to the 
existing park system. The City of Isanti believes that future expansion of the park system will be 
necessary to ensure that future residents and visitors to the community have the same 
opportunity to utilize parks, trails, and open spaces within the immediate vicinity of their homes 
and/or destinations. The connection of these future park areas to the overall park system will be 
important and should be reviewed prior to park development. While several future projects have 
already been identified and will be constructed in the near future, other projects may not be 
constructed for many years, pending the economic climate of the community. 

• Future Expansion of Outlot A (Villages on the Rum 3rd Addition, 2nd Replat - Park 
Addition)  
While the actual amount of land area to the north of the Villages on the Rum 3rd 
Addition is limited for future planning, the City of Isanti may look to expand upon the 
park area that has been platted as Outlot A, now Legacy Park, and continue this area 
along Isanti Brook as it heads to the north. Significant natural resources lie just north of 
the current city boundary along Isanti Brook, which should be conserved within its 
natural state. Trails that may be constructed within the current portion of Outlot A may 
need to be expanded upon, as the City annexes property for future development to the 
north. Preservation of these natural resource amenities will continue to be important as 
the City grows.  

• Fairway Greens Future Neighborhood Park  
As part of the Fairway Greens Development, a small neighborhood park had been 
proposed along 10th Avenue NE. While this small park would serve the residential units 
that had been planned for this general area; the size of the park and location would be 
unable to accommodate the total number of anticipated residential households that 
could be developed throughout the entire Fairway Greens Development in the future. 
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Additional park locations and facilities would need to be planned and developed in the 
area, as additional residential units are platted.  
 
The platted area, in which the park was scheduled to be constructed, has undergone a 
number of changes. Pending the type of residential uses and layout of any new 
development, the location and size of the park may need to be re-examined.  

 
• Fir Street Parcels 

The City owns two residential lots on Fir Street Southwest, in the Southwest corner of 
the City, that have yet to be developed. These parcels offer an opportunity to add an 
additional neighborhood park to the current system. This area has previously been 
discussed as a prime location to create an exercise park or to add a multi-use sports 
court as one is not present in this region of the City. The City has until 2030 to develop 
these parcels. If parks are not developed on these properties at that time, the land will 
need to be turned over to the State.  
 

• Future Active and Passive Park Areas (East Side of TH 65)  
On the east side of Trunk Highway 65, additional park and open space area will need to 
be considered prior to and at the time of development. To date, all City-owned park 
facilities, with the exception of Academy Park, are currently located on the west side of 
Trunk Highway 65. In order to continue in the Isanti tradition, through the provision of 
vast park and open space areas, which are easily accessible and available to all City 
residents, plans will need to be implemented for the development of new facilities along 
the east side of the corridor as well. Within the planning area identified in the 2008 
Comprehensive Plan, there are a number of large wetland complexes and associated 
natural areas that should be considered when reviewing proposals for future 
development.  
 
A number of other types of parks and park facilities may be reviewed and considered for 
this area, which may include but is not limited to: a dog park, a large passive park, 
nature conservatory, a sports complex, small pocket parks etc. Each facility should be 
reviewed based upon the needs of the community and locations should be carefully 
considered.  

• Future Greenway System  
When encouraging healthy lifestyles and active living, it becomes increasingly important 
to provide residents and visitors to the community with an integrated and well-planned 
park and recreation system. Green spaces and parks should be more thoughtfully 
planned to create a connected system of multi-purpose greenways throughout the 
community. As a result, open spaces and parks become part of a larger multi-purpose 
greenway system; that results in the preservation of key natural areas that will not only 
offer community residents additional green spaces and passive recreational areas, but 
will contribute to a more sustainable and environmentally-friendly development 
pattern. These greenways or natural area corridors can be integrated into the existing 
and proposed future trail system. Such linkages will provide residents with an integrated 
park and trail system, which will enhance the quality of life for the community.  
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• South Park Future Neighborhood Park  

Upon approval of the South Park Preliminary PUD Plat, a small neighborhood park was 
to be located within a future phase of the development. While the exact location of that 
park had not been determined, the City did request that one be added for residents 
living in this area. The economic downturn, as well as the resulting foreclosure crisis, has 
stalled this development. While the overall approvals for the development are still in 
place, once those approvals have expired, development in this area will need to be 
reviewed again at a future date. However, a park should continue to be considered for 
this area, due to the lack of such facilities nearby.  
 

 

FUNDING SOURCES FOR FUTURE PARK AND TRAIL DEVELOPMENT  
In order to maintain the existing park and trail system and to develop future park system 
amenities, funding sources must be identified. The City of Isanti has identified the following 
funding sources from which to draw from for future park and trail maintenance and 
development needs. While some of these funds may be easier to draw from than others, such 
sources are all still noted as options.  
 
General Tax Levy  
The general tax levy has been and will continue to be an important funding source, particularly 
towards operation and maintenance of park and trail facilities. Some capital improvements are 
also funded through the general tax levy. Additional sources of funding may need to be 
reviewed.  
 
Park Dedication Fund  
With the increased levels of development seen throughout the community in past years, the park 
dedication fund has become an increasingly important funding source for new and developing 
City parks. The fund can be used for both capital improvements as well as land acquisition costs. 
However, with the decreased levels of development experienced by the community in more 
recent years, the park dedication fund will be in need of replenishment. Unfortunately, 
additional funds for this source only come through development and subdivision proposals. 
Unless development continues, additional funding sources may be necessary in the near future.  

User Fees  
The City of Isanti has recently implemented a user fee system for specific park amenities, 
including use of the Unity Park Field, tennis courts at Mattson Park, park shelters, and the 
Bluebird Amphitheater, all of which see a fair amount of use by organized groups throughout the 
summer. The intent of the user fee is to help fund the maintenance and operation costs 
associated with these facilities. Use of these facilities results in yearly maintenance obligations. 
The user fees enable the City to ensure that the field is kept in good condition and is operational 
for those wishing to use the facilities. In the current economy, user fees may be looked to even 
more as a way to help finance general maintenance and operation improvements.  

Donations  
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Charitable organizations and/or individuals often donate funds to park and recreation efforts. 
The City may receive funding, providing that those funds are used for designated purposes or 
activities. However, the funding would enable the City to provide amenities or services that 
would not otherwise have been made available within the park system.  
 
Grants  
Grant opportunities are continuously available for park and trail improvements. Many grant 
opportunities are available at both the state and federal level. The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources has many grant options that are available each year. Grant information can be 
obtained through the DNR website. Transportation funds are also available to local units of 
government for the purpose of trail construction and maintenance. The City of Isanti has 
received grant funds in the past, which enabled the development of parks and trails throughout 
the community. In the near future, these types of grant funds will become even more important 
as other funding mechanisms become more limited.  
 
Partnerships with Other Government Entities  
Establishing partnerships with other communities, townships, and the County will become even 
more critical in future years. This type of collaboration and combining of valuable resources will 
better able these entities to ensure the success of a future park or trail system. These 
collaborative efforts will also help entities to avoid duplication of services and will enhance the 
park and trail planning process, so as to avoid wasteful spending of precious budgeted funds.  
 

LAND ACQUISITION STRATEGIES  
As is current practice, the City of Isanti will acquire most new park and trail land through the 
dedication of such land by private property owners, as required by the Zoning Subdivision 
Ordinance. While the City of Isanti could purchase properties, when available for park, open 
space, and trail development and/or expansion; funds to do so in upcoming years may be 
limited.  
 
The acquisition process to pursue parcels or areas that are already developed may be more 
difficult. Instances where this would occur include those areas that have been identified as 
greenway areas for the interconnected park system. The City has identified certain greenway 
areas along the Rum River, as well as along Spirit and Park Brook. There are also several smaller 
connections through wetland/woodland areas. While some of these identified segments are 
located on property that may develop in the future and would be subject to the subdivision 
ordinance requirements, many of these areas are located along residentially developed parcels. 
In these instances, land may not necessarily need to be purchased, as there are other options to 
consider. Below is a list of methods for consideration.  
 
Conservation Easement  
This type of easement can be either purchased from the property owner or may be donated by 
the property owner. The easement would allow for an outside party, the City, to have limited use 
and access to a designated portion of the property without having to pay the price to purchase 
the property. Terms of the easement can be negotiated between the outside party and the 
property owner. For the City, the easement would allow for not only the construction of the trail 
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through the easement area, but would permit maintenance and use of the trail by the public. The 
greenway area would be preserved in its natural condition in perpetuity. Restrictions on tree 
removal and land alteration may be required; however, for the private property owner, the 
individual may receive future development credits and would be able to restrict the types of 
public uses that may be permitted on the trail segment. If a non-profit organization, such as a 
land trust, is involved in the easement process, then the property owner may be entitled to tax 
write-offs or credits.  
 
There are advantages to using this type of easement. The property, while listed at a diminished 
tax value, is not taken off of the tax rolls. The property owner is able to have continued 
enjoyment and profit from their property as well as allow the property owner to have some 
flexibility in the level of public use that is allowed on the trail within the easement area. For the 
City, these types of easements are less expensive than purchasing the property. However, with 
anything there are disadvantages, which include the potential for on-going conflicts between the 
underlying property owner and the outside party. Even if such conflicts and confusion does not 
occur under one property owner, the selling of the property to a different party may result in 
conflicts with the new owner in the future. Lastly, the conservation easement limits the activity 
on the land to specific functions. Obviously, upon creation of the easement, the activities that 
are able to use the facility have been specifically identified. Changing the requirements in the 
future may be difficult, if the needs of the community change in the future.  
 
Fee-Title Ownership  
Simply purchasing the property and having the City as the owner of the property is the cleanest 
process and allows for the greatest amount of flexibility. This ownership allows the City to 
preserve, develop, and maintain the area as the City feels fit over time. If the use of the property 
evolves over time, given changing dynamics of the community, there are no restrictions on the 
use of the property. While the advantages to ownership are obvious, the disadvantage to 
ownership is the cost associated with purchasing the property.  
 
Other land acquisition strategies may be taken into consideration, which have not been 
mentioned here. However, these strategies may need to be further reviewed and examined on a 
case-by-case basis so as to ensure that they are meeting the goals and needs of the community. 
 

The City of Isanti envisions a park, trail, and open space system that will not only enhance the quality of 
life for its current residents, but will create a system that can be easily built upon in the future. This plan 
will serve as a guide for future improvements and developments that will create a system of parks, trails, 
and open spaces that emphasize safety, innovation, conservation, and accessibility. The intent of this 
overall park system is not only to provide residents with recreational opportunities, but to protect and 
enhance the natural resources that can still be found throughout the community. The anticipated 
outcome is to produce a park and trail system that meets the needs of both existing and future 
community residents; encourages healthy, active lifestyles for all; and preserves our natural surroundings 
so they can be enjoyed by future generations. 

 
 



MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: January 25, 2022 
Subject: Eagle Park Update 

To continue the conversation regarding the Railroad Viewing Platform in Eagle Park, staff needs to create a 
layout/plan using feedback from the Board. This plan will be used to work with BNSF and the Isanti County 
Historical Society to garner support for the project. Staff has compiled photos of the reconfigured park as a visual 
aid. 

Previously discussed has been the addition of a deck-like viewing platform facing the line, landscaping to include 
plaques/historical fact signage, BNSF schedule and possible artifacts.  

Attachments: 
- Eagle Park Images
- Staff Layout Proposal

    6.



Eagle Park Images 



Staff Layout Proposal 



MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: January 25, 2022 
Subject: Community Garden Update 

Staff has discussed some updates to the Community Garden heading into 2022. These updates include the 
following: 

- Addition of 6 raised beds and 1 elevated bed
- Removing 3 ground plots in the south end of the Garden to make room for 2 picnic tables to be added.

o These plots will be moved to the north end of the Garden, so no plots will be lost.
- The Pollinator Garden in the NW corner will be split into two large plots, one to be used for education

programs and/or for the City to plant produce.
- The large plot in the NE corner will be reduced and remain vacant for future growth.

The current layout and the proposed layout are both attached for reference. The attached application includes these 
updates. Staff is not recommending a change to the fee structure.  

Attachments: 
- 2020 Garden Layout
- 2022 Updated Garden Layout
- 2022 Plot Reservation Application
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First Name: Last Name: 

Address: 

City: State & Zip: 

Email Address: Phone Number: 

Are you returning to the Community Garden?    Yes    -    No 

Plot Preference    Note: Registration priority will be given to City of Isanti residents.

Ground Plot  $15 each 
10’x10’ 

Note: Up to 3 ground plots may be reserved per 
household.  

Raised Beds $20 each 
4’W x 8’L x 19”H 

Note: Limited bed availability - priority given to 
those with mobility needs. One raised bed may 

be reserved per household. 

Elevated Beds $20 each 
3’W x 2’L x 36”H 

Note: Limited bed availability - 
priority given to those with mobility 

needs. Two available. 

Preferred plot number(s): Preferred plot number: Preferred plot number: 

Total Due: (# of plots x $15) $ Total Due: $ Total Due: $ 

GRAND TOTAL DUE:  $

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Please initial each item below to signify your understanding and acceptance of the terms regarding the Isanti Community Garden. 

I have read and understand the Community Garden rules. 
I understand that the City of Isanti reserves the right to full access of all plots at all times to ensure that rules are 
being followed, and if necessary may terminate a plot rental for the safety and welfare of City property. 
I understand that The City of Isanti assumes no liability for injury, damage, theft, or loss of property belonging to 
garden users before, during, or after rental. I hereby assume the risk of accidental injury to myself or users of my 
plot, and I hereby waive any liability from accidental injury resulting from participation in program or garden 
activities and waive any liability claims against the City of Isanti, program supervisors or volunteers or any other 
persons or entities assisting in the community garden in any way 

Signature of Applicant__________________________________________ Date _________________ 

Completed Forms can be sent in by:  
Mail or Drop Off at City Hall: 
City of Isanti Parks 
110 1st Ave NW, PO Box 428 
Isanti, MN 55040 

Or email to isantiparks@cityofisanti.us 

RETURNING GARDENERS ONLY 

Early Registration: 
 February 1-11   -  Returning gardeners reserving same plot
 February 12-20 - Returning gardeners reserving new plots

Open Registration: 

February 21-May 31 

Until all plots are reserved. 

Staff Use Only: 

Application Received:  Plot(s) Assigned: Amount Paid: $ 

2022 Community Garden Plot Reservation 

mailto:isantiparks@cityofisanti.us


MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: January 25, 2022 
Subject: Department Updates 

The December Santa event was a success with approx. 250 attendees. Feedback from parents was that they really enjoyed the 
event and hope it continues. The kids liked the goodie bags and many went to take multiple photos with Santa when the line was 
down.  

Only 3 families stayed for Movie Night, but 2 of them left part-way through the movie. It’s hard to tell how much of an impact 
the snow storm had on attendance. The Northern Elements All Stars Cheer Team ran concessions once again and luckily were 
open during the Santa event to make some sales.  

The Candy Cane Flashlight Hunt was also a great success with about 100 attendees. All candy canes, including the last golden 
one, were found just after 6pm. Attendees really enjoyed the event and want us to continue with it. One family did get lost in the 
back end of the park and were helped out by PW in their final sweep. We will add some directional signs next year to avoid this.  

In the December COW meeting, the Committee requested that Coborn’s be asked about using their parking lot for the Farmer’s 
Market this year. They have been unresponsive, so we will continue with plans to move the Market to the North end of the 
Liquor Store parking lot until that plot is sold. The Market will also be moving dates and will now be held on Wednesdays from 
2-6pm to accommodate traffic. Dates for this year will be June 1-September 28. Vendor applications are being updated and will 
be available in February for vendors to begin applying.   

2022 Street Dance schedule and bands have been contracted per the below. Vendor applications are now available and the dates 
will officially be announced in the Spring Isantian, which will be published in March.  

• June 18: Jonah and the Whales
• July 16: Sweet Siren
• August 13: Stone Daisy
• September 17: Skitzo Fonik @ Bluebird Amphitheater

In the January COW meeting, the Committee discussed names for the lighting event and voted on “Illuminate Isanti”. This name 
was approved by Council for Alyssa to move forward with production and marketing efforts. 

Bluebird Park restrooms are in the CIP for 2022 and will pre-date the splash pad slated for 2023. Alyssa is working on plans for 
both features in order to apply for grants being offered over the next year and will have items to review in the coming months.  

Alyssa is also working on plans for the archery range. Final plans will go to Council in February for approval with plans to build 
this spring. The range will include 9 ADA lanes from 10-40 yards. Lighting for the range and dog park will also be included in 
the plan.   

Upcoming events: 
• February 15: Curious Creatures: Colors 10-11am @ ICC
• February 18: Movie Night (Gnomeo & Juliet) - 7-9pm @ ICC

o Hosted by Northern Elements All Stars Cheer Team
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1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from January 25, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board
Meeting.

3. Department Updates

4. Open Discussion

5. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, February 22, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
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CITY OF ISANTI 
PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
January 25,2022 

Call to Order:  Alyssa Olson called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Zachary Gahm, Dan Hinnenkamp, Mayor Jeff Johnson 
Absent: Aaron Zdon  
Staff Present: Alyssa Olson, Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Oath of Office: Mr. Vaughn Irke pronounced the Oath of Office and was officially sworn in as a new Board
member. Mr. Gahm was nominated for Chair. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Hinnenkamp was nominated for Vice
Chair. Motion passed 4-0. Ms. Olson was nominated for Secretary and accepted with a motion 4-0. All
members reviewed and completed the Conflict of Interest form.

3. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Hinnenkamp; second by Johnson to approve meeting Minutes from
November 22, 2021. Motion passed 4-0.

4. Review of Park Board Meeting Dates: Notice of dates already approved by Council for 2022.

5. Review of 2022 Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan: Ms. Olson highlighted items that
are included in the 2022 Park Comp plan and an overview of future goals and plans for Isanti parks and
trails. Mr. Gahm asked about future trails in terms of sidewalks coming through the new developments. Ms.
Olson acknowledged that sidewalk requests that are not already included in the developer agreements go to
Council for review and approval. Mr. Hinnenkamp noted the impressive walkability of Isanti and is glad that is
a continued initiative for future planning. Mr. Johnson and Ms. Olson noted they had recently become aware
of a new swatch of property along the river bank just NW of the bridge on County Rd 5. The Community
Development team will be looking more into what is available and what that land can be used for given DNR
restrictions. A parking lot, fishing dock and kayak launch were all mentioned as potential opportunities. Mr.
Johnson asked about baseball field upkeep and some items that were mentioned at the previous night’s goal
setting meeting. Ms. Olson confirmed those items were not included in the current plan as they were made
after the report had been completed. They can, however, be included in upcoming annual plans. Motion by
Hinnenkamp; second by Johnson. Motion passed 4-0.

6. Eagle Park Railroad Project: Mr. Hinnenkamp let the Board know that his contact at the BNSF is no
longer with the company so contact with their organization has been dropped. Ms. Olson will connect with a
new contact received through staff to see if there is still interest. Hinnenkamp mentioned that any signage
with trains on it typically draws attention towards these types of parks and could be useful. Hinnenkamp also
mentioned the railroad ties that are lying unused along the tracks and possibly having those donated from
BNSF; Olson noted that we would not use those ties unless they were stripped as the materials are highly
toxic to animals, plants and people. Olson provided some images of the current park space as well as a
potential mockup of what the park could look like, which includes a viewing platform, landscaping, seating
throughout the park, historical signage, and room for future growth. Financing will be key to moving a plan
forward and Olson will connect with both the BNSF and Isanti County Historical Society on opportunities. Mr.
Ihrke also noted he has connections with Canadian National, which also uses the line. He will provide a
potential contact to Olson as a potential path forward as well. Olson also mentioned incorporating historical
signage into the plan and working with the ICHS on those. Johnson suggested a “railroad established” date
sign noting the beginning of the railroad in Isanti.

7. Community Garden Update: Olson provided an update on the community garden and plans to
reconfigure and add plots within the garden and to add more seating options. Johnson noted the garden has
been very popular in the community and that it typically sells out each year. He was happy to see that we
were not eliminating plots, but were offering expansion opportunities. Hinnenkamp asked if it was a profitable
garden and Olson mentioned she did not believe it returned a profit, but was not meant to. Discussion noted
a possibility to expand both the current garden and to add a potential second garden to the NE end of the
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City as a secondary option as those developments are completed. Future growth will depend on increased 
popularity and requests for use.  

Department Updates: Ms. Olson provided an update on both December and January events and programs. 
Both the Santa event and the Candy Cane Flashlight Hunt were highly successful with 250 and 100 
attendees, respectively. The movie night only had one family that remained through the movie, but it was 
hard to tell what the factors were for the low attendance as there was a heavy snowstorm outside. Olson also 
noted that at the Flashlight Hunt, there was a family that got lost in the backend of the trails and was found 
by Public Works in their final sweep. Directional signage will be added in 2023 to help guide through turns. 
Gahm noted that the trails in Legacy Park are very well maintained in the winter; Olson mentioned she would 
pass that along to Public Works 
The Farmers Market will officially be moving to the new liquor store location on the North end of their lot, until 
that lot is sold. The market will also be moving to Wednesdays to avoid traffic issues on the heaviest store 
traffic days. Vendor applications will be available the first week of February.  
2022 Street Dance bands and schedule have been finalized. Vendor applications are now open and Olson is 
working on logistics for the September event, which will move to Bluebird Park. Johnson noted bringing in a 
comedy show, however, Hinnenkamp noted that is a conflict of interest for him. Ihrke asked about parking for 
events moving to Bluebird Park. Olson mentioned that we have all of the City-owned lots available and would 
ask neighboring properties, such as the ice arena, for overflow permission as well.  
Olson announced the Council-approved name for the lighting event, which will be Illuminate Isanti. Gahm 
provided feedback on his family’s trip to Miracle at Big Rock in WI and suggested having a similar light tunnel 
that is synced with music. Olson noted that she is working to include the best level of lights possible within 
our first-year budget and that maintaining expectations is going to be a tricky part of promoting the event as 
there are so many great events in the market. Hinnenkamp recommended an idea for the logo using the 
City’s current logo; Olson is working on mockups to share in the coming months.  
Olson shared the restrooms in Bluebird Park and splash pad ideas are currently in the works as they will be 
paired together for grant opportunities. Both projects are coming in over budget, but she is working to see 
what will be feasible for these CIP plans in their 2022 and 2023 implementation years.  
Olson is also finalizing plans for the archery range to be approved by Council in February and built this 
spring as soon as the grounds are cleared. The lanes will be ADA-accessible and will include lighting.  

5. Open Discussion: Hinnenkamp shared an update on potential carnivals for the September Street Dance.
Most of his contacts are booked on the dates we were looking at. Hinnenkamp asked about inflatables as an
alternative; Olson was on the same page with potentially looking at smaller scale options like individual rides
or games to see if a full-blown carnival would be successful. Hinnenkamp suggested looking to a supplier
that doesn’t work in the winter to see if they could supply a carousel or something for Illuminate Isanti –
charging a small fee to ride, but would be an enhanced option for the event. Olson liked that idea and
mentioned it would set us apart from the other area events. Hinnenkamp forwarded logistical requirements
for carnivals to Ms. Olson and the two will connect on potential features for both September and December
events.
Gahm mentioned that the county no longer uses their inmate work program so that is no longer an option for
City projects, referring to the fence painting at Bluebird Park.
Gahm asked again about a beer festival and Olson noted it is not on the docket for 2022 due to all of the
current plans coming into play, but there is an opportunity to look at it again in 2023.
Hinnenkamp asked about any plans to fence in the Amphitheater for future rentals. Olson mentioned that the
City will be renting fencing until it is beneficial to purchase. At that point, it may become an amenity that is
available for event rental, but the space is intended to be open and available to the public.

Adjournment: Motion by Johnson, second by Hinnenkamp to adjourn the January 25, 2022 meeting of the 
Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board. Motion passed 4-0, meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Alyssa Olson 
Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 



MEMO 

To: Members of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Board 
From: Alyssa Olson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: February 22, 2022 
Subject: Department Updates 

In the February 15 Council meeting, Council approved the archery range with 9 lanes ranging in distance from 10 to 40 yards. 
Construction will begin in April, as soon as the weather allows, with a goal to be open for use in May.  

With the archery range, a light will be added to the southeast corner of the Dog Park. We will also be adding a concrete culvert 
to the Dog Park as an additional activity feature.      

Bluebird Park restrooms have been moved to 2023 in the CIP and will coincide with the splash pad. Both projects are currently 
estimated to be over budget. On discussion with Council at the February COW meeting, Alyssa will be submitting a grant 
proposal to the DNR to match funds for this project. The grant will include both the restrooms and splash pad to allow us to 
request the maximum match funds of $300,000. If received, this would allow us to fund the restrooms and amplify the design of 
the splash pad. Examples of each proposed style are attached.   

With the North 65 Chamber, Alyssa has submitted for a marketing grant for 2022 events. If granted, the City will receive $5,000 
to use towards marketing of the Farmers Market and Illuminate Isanti. North 65 will also receive an additional $5,000 toward 
promoting Isanti events and programs. 

The Spring Isantian is being drafted and will be published the first week of March. 

Plot reservations for the Community Garden open to the public this week. We currently have 12/68 ground plots available, 6/12 
raised beds and both elevated beds available. This is being promoted on social and in the next issue of the Isantian. 

Upcoming events: 
• March 8: Curious Creatures: Birds 10-11am @ ICC
• March 18: Movie Night (Croods: New Age) - 7-9pm @ ICC

Attachments: 
• Splash Pad & Restroom Examples
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Splash Pad Comparable Examples 
 
Option 1 
Without Grant Funding: $218,000 budget 
 
Would require: 

• Smaller footprint 
• Limited features, mostly ground sprayers 

 
 
Example: 
Below Cologne, MN (top) splash pad was installed for $175,000. Prices have increased since then, but this would be 
much of the same feel. The Blaine, MN (bottom) splash pad features only ground sprayers.  
 

 

  



Option 2 
With Grant Funding: $436,000 budget 
 
Would allow: 

• Larger footprint 
• More or more exciting features 

 
Examples:  
Litchfield, MN splash pad (top) was completed in 2018 for a total of $400,000. Worthington, MN splash pad 
(bottom) was completed in 2018 for a total of $490,000. Both prices included recirculating systems.  
 

 
 

 
 
  



Restroom Examples 
 

 
 

 



1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from March 22, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board
Meeting.

3. Park Visits

4. Adjustments to Archery Range Layout

5. Department Updates

6. Open Discussion

7. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, April 26, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
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CITY OF ISANTI 
PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
March 22,2022 

Call to Order:  Mr. Gahm called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Zachary Gahm, Dan Hinnenkamp, Vaughn Ihrke, and Mayor Jeff Johnson 
Staff Present: Alyssa Olson, Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator and Stephanie Hillsheim, Community 
Development Director 

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Hinnenkamp; second by Ihrke to approve meeting Minutes from February
22, 2022. Motion passed 3-0.

3. Park Visit Checklist: Ms. Olson explained the process of Park Board inspections of each Isanti park and
what Board members should be looking for and make note of on their checklists during their visit. Park visits
were assigned to each member and should be completed ahead of the April Board meeting on April 26,
2022. Parks were assigned as follows: Mr. Gahm: Academy Park, Legacy Park; Mr. Ihrke: Riverside Park,
Whisper Ridge Park; Mr. Hinnenkamp: Isanti Hills Neighborhood Park, River Bluff Preserve, Unity Park; Mr.
Johnson: Bluebird Park, Mattson Park, Rum River Meadows Park.

4. Department Updates: Ms. Olson provided updates on department activities. The DNR Outdoor
Recreation Grant will be submitted this month and will include a request for funding for the splash pad,
restrooms, pollinator gardens and fitness stations throughout Bluebird Park. The request is for $300,000 in
grant funding to support this project. Ms. Olson explained that adding the fitness stations and pollinator
gardens would help enhance the project for a highly competitive grant.
Ms. Olson announced we were granted funding for the EMT Marketing Grant. We received the remainder of
the funds available, which amounted to $4,010, just short of the $5,000 requested. That money will be
managed by North 65 Chamber of Commerce as the receiving organization and will be used to support
marketing efforts for the Isanti Family Farmers Market and Illuminate Isanti.
Community Garden ground plots have sold out with a few raised beds and elevated beds remaining. If
unsold, Ms. Olson noted those new plots don’t need to be built this year, if not necessary.
Vendor applications for summer events are coming in quickly. Street Dances are essentially full with just 1-2
more spots available. Fireworks in the Park and Splish Splash Summer Bash have received a few
applications as well. Farmers Market has received 4 confirmed applications, with a few prospects coming in
still. Ms. Olson has been working to compile list of new prospects to fill remaining spots at the Market and to
include some fresh products. Mr. Hinnenkamp asked about the 2nd market that has been proposed for
Fridays and noted there had been a disgruntled conversation on a Facebook community page. Ms. Olson
stated that a request had been made by a former vendor to create a Friday market. The vendor was given
the process and paperwork to apply for a Special Event Permit for the dates they are interested in running
their market and will be working with Ms. Hillesheim to complete that application. Ms. Olson further noted the
vendor applications received are on par with previous years and is a good sign given they have only been
available for a month so far.
Bird House Project has been announced and had 8 registrants right away. Ms. Olson explained the process
of getting the community involved and how they will be able to pick up the projects and how to return the
decorated houses for use in the park. Mr. Gahm asked for more information about the project, which was
discussed and approved prior to the new Board members being inducted onto the Board. Ms. Olson
explained the goal was to find a functional project that would double as a colorful art feature for River Bluff
Preserve. She noted the goal was to complete the spring project with bird houses, then continue in the fall
with bat houses. The Board expressed excitement for the project and wanting to get their families involved.
Registrations close on April 8th.
Ms. Olson shared that three parks have been adopted for the 2022 season: Bluebird Park, Rum River
Meadows and Mattson Park. Staff will also be looking to add permanent signage to the parks with temporary
name plates to recognize these adopters and promote the program. The Earth Day Clean-Up event has
been announced for April 22nd. Ms. Olson did expand the hours so groups can participate at a time that
works for them throughout the day and not just during the event from 5:30-7:00pm.
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Positions for Parks, Recreation and Culture department have been posted for a summer intern, and EDA 
intern and for the Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator. A Board seat also still remains open for the 
PRC Board.  
Ms. Olson also shared that the final Movie Night on March 18 was successful with 28 attendees and the 
highest concession sales of the season.  
 
5. Open Discussion:  Mr. Hinnenkamp provided an update on a contact note received from Mr. Johnson for 
a BNSF employee. Ms. Olson noted that she had been in contact with their Economic Development lead and 
he had subsequently connected staff with the appropriate contact to discuss the project.  
Mr. Gahm asked if providing flyers to the primary school helped with Movie Night attendance and Ms. Olson 
confirmed she believes they made a great difference and should be continued. The process was easy as the 
school took care of separating for each class and it was a simple way to get them in the hands of the direct 
audience and their parents for the event.  
Mr. Hinnenkamp casually mentioned he knows of a polka group that is interested in the process to be 
booked for an event at the Amphitheater. Ms. Olson noted that the City is not currently looking for additional 
entertainment, but the Amphitheater is available for rent so if they work with a group that would be interested 
in booking them, they could easily rent the Amphitheater for the event. Ms. Olson noted she has spoken with 
a few nonprofits about renting the space for their events, but hasn’t received any applications yet. Once 
events start appearing there and the space is landscaped, Ms. Olson believes there will likely be more 
interest. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Johnson, second by Hinnenkamp to adjourn the March 22, 2022 meeting of the 
Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board. Motion passed 4-0, meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Alyssa Olson 
Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 
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The Park Recreation and Culture Board meeting regularly scheduled for May 24, 2022 at 
6:00pm has been cancelled. 

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, May 24, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
 



  

 
 
 

The Park Recreation and Culture Board meeting regularly scheduled for May 24, 2022 at 
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PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 
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The Park Recreation and Culture Board meeting regularly scheduled for May 24, 2022 at 
6:00pm has been cancelled. 

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, May 24, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
 



1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Oath of Office for new Parks, Recreation & Culture Board Member
A. Madisson Masucci

3. Approval of Minutes from April 26, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
Meeting.

4. Finish Park Visits (Zach Gahm)

5. Inclusive Swing

6. Department Updates

7. Open Discussion

8. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, June 28, 2022  6:00 p.m. 
 



OATH OF OFFICE 

I, _________________________, do solemnly swear to support the Constitution 
of the United States; the Constitution of the State of Minnesota; and to discharge 
faithfully the duties of Board Member for the Park, Recreation and Culture Board of the 
City of Isanti, Minnesota to the best of my judgment and ability. So help me God. 

Signature 

Date 

Attest: 

Signature 

______________________________ 
Title 

Date 
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CITY OF ISANTI 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

April 26, 2022 

Call to Order:  Dan Hinnenkamp called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Zach Gahm was absent. All other members were present including Dan 
Hinnenkamp, Vaughn Ihrke and Mayor Jeff Johnson, Staff Present: Stephanie Hillesheim, Community 
Development Director 

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Johnson; second by Ihrke to approve meeting Minutes from March 22,
2021.  Motion passed 3-0.

3. Park Visit Summary: Mayor Jeff Johnson started by discussing his visits to parks.

Rum River Meadows – He rated the overall park a 4.5 and the playground a 4. Graffiti needs to 
be removed from the park and the mulch needs some work. Pavement rated a 5 and stated there were no 
trail obstructions. There is not a pavilion located at this park.  

Mattson – He rated the overall park a 4.5. Trenches need cleaning on the west side of the park, 
and was wondering if a grate could be added to the stormwater culvert that directs water under Main 
Street. Trails were good, mulch looked good, pavilion was in nice shape and the courts look great!  

Bluebird – He rated the overall park a 4. Mulch needs to be added to or raked. Trails look good. 
Games need to be repainted on paths. Grills need cleaning. Skatepark needs repairs to cracks. Would 
like to see upgraded skate equipment as they are getting constant use. Bench or 2 could be added 
around the playground and maybe sand volleyball court added to the park.  

Vaughn Ihrke visited the following parks and made his comments: 

Riverside Park – He rated the overall park a 4. Playground and everything looks good, bike trails 
looked well managed. 

Whisper Ridge – He rated the overall park a 3. Courts were dirty. Not a lot of equipment. A light 
pole should be added for safety. Pavement condition needs fixing, tree roots are pushing it up. Graffiti 
needs to be cleaned up.  

Dan Hinnenkamp visited the following parks: 

River Bluff Preserve -  Trails are fine. Overall for a natural park is beautiful. Great park. 

Unity – Garbage cans were knocked over. Pavilions are in great shape.  A picnic table could be 
added. Great location for a City owned campground. Great park! 
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 Isanti Hills – Garbage cans tipped over. Equipment needs updating. Pavilion in great shape. 
Mulch needed on monkey bars. More defined entrance and parking could be added. Spring characters 
could use some paint. Bench seems low to the ground. Needs a bike rack.  

Zach Gahm will give an update on his parks at the next meeting.  

 4. Adjustments to Archery Range Layout:  Hillesheim announced that the layout of the archery range 
has been shifted to better fit the length of the targets.  

5. Department Updates 

Interviewing has started for the Park, Recreation and Events Coordinator position. Alyssa has started 
working on Illuminate Isanti, again. Earth Day Clean-Up was last Friday.  Farmer’s Market is now privately 
run and a ribbon cutting will be held on May 6, 2022 at 2pm. The Birdhouse Project had 13 registrants, 
supplies just came in and will be dispersed soon.  

Adjournment: Motion by Ihrke, second by Johsnon to adjourn the April 26, 2022 meeting of the Parks, 
Recreation, and Culture Board.  Motion passed 3-0, meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.  

  

Respectfully Submitted 

Stephanie Hillesheim 

Community Development Director 
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CITY OF ISANTI 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

June 28, 2022 

Call to Order:  Zach Gahm called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Absent: Dan Hinnenkamp; Members Present: Zach Gahm, Vaughn Ihrke, Madisson 

Masucci, Mayor Jeff Johnson Staff Present: Jordan Clementson, Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 

and Stephanie Hillesheim, Community Development Director 

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Oath of Office: Madisson Masucci completed her Oath of Office.

3. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Johnson; second by Masucci to approve meeting Minutes from April 26,

2022.  Motion passed 4-0.

4. Park Visit Summary: Member Zach Gahm started by discussing his park visits.

Legacy Park: He rated the park a 4.  He noted that the deer flies were a nuisance on the trail. 

There were trees down near the start of the trail.  Some branches overhanging in the trail.  He requested 

some additional class 5 needed on the trail in.  

Academy Park: He rated the park a 4.5. Equipment in great shape.  Mulch needed in playground 

area.  Tennis court starting to show wear in the entrance and around the outside edges. 

5. Inclusive Swing: A resident emailed Mayor Johnson requesting that more inclusive swings be added

to Isanti Parks.  That way people who use wheelchairs can participate on the playgrounds. The resident

requested Isanti Hills park be one of the parks to receive an inclusive swing.  Member Gahm suggested

that it be a goal to install inclusive swings in each playground in the park system over time.  Motion by

Ihrke; second by Masucci to recommend to City Council that it be budgeted in 2023 to install Inclusive

swings in Bluebird Park and Isanti Hills Park. Motion passed 4-0.

6. Department Updates: Community Development Director, Stephanie Hillesheim, notified the board that

the City of Isanti received a grant from the MN DNR for $300,000 to help with costs of installing the

splashpad, bathrooms, fitness equipment, and pollinator gardens in Bluebird Park.  Construction slated to

start in summer of 2023.

Bluebird Park Amphitheater seating plan was discussed.  Mayor Johnson suggested trying to get 

benches like the one recently installed outside the municipal liquor store.   

Hillesheim provided an update on the first street dance of the summer.  There was a great turnout of 

people and there were 11 food vendors on site for the dance. Band that performed was Jonah and the 

Whales. 

Upcoming events: Fireworks on July 7th. Splish Splash Summer Bash July 8th. Summer Family Event 

Series, July 26th, August 9th and 30th.  Street Dances in July 16th, August 13th and September 17th.  There 
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was discussion amongst members and staff about what activities are planned on taking place in the new 

amphitheater in Bluebird Park.  Splish Splash Summer Bash has a kids DJ slated to play music in it. All 

three of the family series events are taking place there.  There is a puppet show, kids’ band, and a 

comedy show in that series.  The street dance on September 17th with music by Skitzo Fonik will also be 

in the amphitheater. 

Open Discussion: Mayor Johnson asked new member Masucci to tell everyone a little bit about herself.  

She has a large background in forestry.  She has worked for the MN DNR in forestry outreach all over the 

state of MN.  She enjoys walking through the woods and teaching people about trees.  Masucci had 

suggested to city staff that we look at adding in a sensory garden with the pollinator gardens in the 2023 

Bluebird Park project.  Sensory gardens have all sorts of plants and flowers and the goal is for people to 

interact in the garden by touch, feel, smell, sound, and taste.  Other members shared a bit about 

themselves to help Massuci get to know everyone. 

Adjournment: Motion by Mayor Johnson, second by Ihrke to adjourn the June 28, 2022 meeting of the 

Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board.  Motion passed 4-0, meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.  

  

Respectfully Submitted 

Jordan Clementson 

Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 

Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 

July 28, 2022 

Bench Donation Program

Background: 

A local family would like to donate a bench in honor of their daughter to be placed in a city park.  

Staff are working on setting up a “Donate a Bench” program where people who are interested in 

donating a bench to the city can fill out an application to do so with stipulations on where benches 

can be placed, cost, etc.  Staff are working with Parkitect to establish pricing for this program.  

Parkitect is who created and donated the bench at the Municipal Liquor Store. 
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To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: July 28, 2022 
Subject: Department Update 

Tonight, is the first of three Summer Family Event Series.  The performance is by Tricia and the 
Toonies, a puppet show.  The event starts at 7pm. 

The fireworks and Splish Splash Summer Bash were a big success. We moved more activities for 
Splish Splash into the center of the park.  Activities were easier to access than years prior.  We had 
three food vendors come and they all did well.   

The street dance on July 16th was cut short.  It started sprinkling lightly and the band decided to end 
the show, per the right of their contract for threat of hazardous weather.  The storm ended up 
missing us completely and we never got any rain.  Community members brought speakers from 
home and played music from the sidewalk.  Food vendors and people stuck around until 11pm 
when the dance was scheduled to end. 

Public Works has installed a concrete path in at the archery range.  Dirt work has begun to form the 
berm for the backstop.  Targets have been ordered. They will be building frames for the targets next.  
There is a lot of good buzz on facebook about this project.  Many people are excited to see it 
completed.  We will hold some sort of grand opening when complete. 

Prairie Fire Theater Camp has been booked for two separate weeks next summer.  Local kids will 
have a chance to register to be a part of this travelling production.  In June the show will be Tom 
Sawyer and in August it will be Alice in Wonderland.  Kids will spend a week practicing and the 
week will conclude with a performance in the amphitheater. 

Citizen request to add a three-point line to the basketball courts at Whisper Ridge Park.  Public 
Works will be adding that sometime this summer. 

Rum River BMX is now in total control of the bathrooms in the SW corner of the Isanti Indoor 
Arena.  They will no longer be open to the public.  They also asked the City to take over the 
warming house portion as well.  More discussion by council is needed on that request.  City staff 
also received permission from City Council to research and pursue selling the IIA to Rum River 
BMX.  Both parties could benefit by the sale. 

Work continues on Illuminate Isanti.  More light displays are being ordered.  Marketing is starting 
to roll out for the event. 
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1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from July 26, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board Meeting.

3. Request to for Bench Swing/Sidewalk in Mattson Park

4. Department Updates

5. Open Discussion

6. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, August 23, 2022  6:00 p.m. 



CITY OF ISANTI 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

July 26, 2022 

1. Call to Order:  Zach Gahm called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.

Roll Call: Members Present: Dan, Hinnenkamp, Zach Gahm, Vaughn Ihrke, Madisson Masucci, Mayor 
Jeff Johnson Staff Present: Jordan Clementson, Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator  

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Hinnenkamp; second by Masucci to approve meeting Minutes from June
28, 2022.  Motion passed 4-0.

3. Request to Donate a Doggie Stick Library for Dog Park: A citizen wanted to donate a Doggie Stick
Library; a 2’x 8’ sheet of vinyl coated plywood with hooks for people to hang sticks and other toys for dogs
to use at the dog park.  Park Board members were supportive of the idea and suggested removal of the
board during the winter months to preserve the board.  Also suggested mounting it off of the ground so it
was easy for public works to mow and trim around. Motion to recommend to Council to accept the
donation was made by Hinnenkamp and second by Johnson.  Motion passed 4-0

4. Bench Donation Program: Update by Clementson was given on the bench donation program.  Staff
were researching how to implement the program, but it was discovered there was already a policy on the
books regarding bench donations. It was suggested that staff take inventory of benches at parks to see
where we might need to replace or add some to let people know where we could use them.

5. Department Updates: Clementson discussed upcoming Summer Family Series events scheduled for
the Bluebird Amphitheater. This evening was the first scheduled event and it was moved indoors to the
Community Center due to weather.

A recap of the fireworks and Splish Splash Summer Bash were given.  Both events were successful and 
had great attendance. 

Discussion took place over the July 16th Street Dance that was cut short due to the band calling it quits 
over weather.  It was recommended to not bring that particular band back for future gigs.   

The archery range is starting to take shape.  It is anticipated to open in September.  There is a lot of good 
buzz about this project on facebook. 

Prairie Fire Theater is booked for two separate one-week camps next summer for local kids to register for.  
At the end of the camp there will be a public performance of each play.  The plays will be Tom Sawyer 
and Alice in Wonderland. 

Rum River BMX is now in control of the public restrooms and warming house area on the southside of the 
BMX Facility.   

Staff are continuing to work on Illuminate Isanti. 
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6. Open Discussion: Hinnenkamp requested trash cans be placed at the dog park.  Hinnenkamp had
citizen reach out to him with a request for the tennis courts at Mattson Park to be leaf blown or swept off
to remove the pine needles and other debris that falls onto the courts from the trees.

Hinnenkamp and Johnson both mentioned that the portable restrooms in some of the parks need to be 
serviced more frequently. 

Gahm asked if city staff knew why there were two long breaks in the middle of the Jubilee Days Parade. 
Clementson was unaware of the reason, but mentioned the Chamber had an upcoming Jubilee Days 
recap meeting scheduled with various city staff. 

7. Adjournment: Motion by Hinnenkamp, second by Johnson to adjourn the July 26, 2022 meeting of the
Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board.  Motion passed 4-0, meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted 

Jordan Clementson 

Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 



To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: August 23, 2022 
Subject: Request for Age Friendly Amenities at Mattson Park 

Background: 

A citizen approached me at the August 13th street dance inquiring about Mattson Park.  She is 
elderly and lives across the street.  She uses a mobility scooter and said there are a quite a few 
residents that live right by the park that are also older and have mobility issues.  She mentioned that 
Mattson used to have a bench style swing, but there is no longer one there.  She is requesting we put 
one back in that park.  One would cost about $2,000 installed. She also suggested that a small 
sidewalk or trail would be placed in the park as well because many of the residents are not able to 
get through the grass with their wheel chairs or walkers. 

Request: 
Requesting Park Board discussion on this topic. 

Attachment: 
Bench Picture 
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To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: August 23, 2022 
Subject: Department Update 

Our second Summer Family Event Series took place at the Amphitheater on August 9th.  The 
performance was by The Bazillions, a kiddie rock band. There were about 30 people in attendance.  
Beautiful evening and the kids really enjoyed the show.  Climb Theatre came to do a short 
educational sketch on Aquatic Invasive Species, no kids were in attendance yet when they were 
scheduled.  It was a last-minute addition to the event so we didn’t have a lot of time to market that 
we added that.  It was free through Isanti Soil and Water Conservation District.   

The last family event will be Tuesday, August 30th.  We have the Fire District coming with their 
bounce house and a truck starting at 5pm.  We also booked a few more small inflatables after we 
were able to move the farmers market budget into events/programs.  Climb Theatre will also try to 
do their AIS program again at 6:15pm with the Mixed Nuts Comedy Show starting at 7pm. 

The car show and street dance on August 13th was very successful.  A couple of vendors that did 
both the car show and street dance had to restock between events because they sold so much 
product.  Stone Daisy Band did a great job and had a good mix of songs. 

Archery Range is nearly complete.  Grass needs to come in more, the perimeter fence needs to be 
installed along with a couple of benches and a picnic table. The targets won’t be hung until we 
open.  We are hoping to open the week of September 12th.  We’ll hold a small opening event once 
that date is solidified. The amended ordinances have been posted that will now allow bows and 
arrows to be shot at the archery range.  That will be read at the September 6th City Council meeting. 

We are gathering quotes to replace the blue rope climber at Bluebird Park with a different element.  
One of the wire cables broke and upon further inspection there were several other spots where the 
rope and cable were deteriorating. Parts for that piece come from Germany and take months to get 
here.  We decided it was best to remove it completely for safety.  It was installed in 2004 and had a 
10-year life expectancy.  It was repaired in 2017, which helped in extending it to 18 years of total
service.

We are working on a rebranding of the “Street Dance” that will take place in the amphitheater on 
September 17th.   

Memo 
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The Park Recreation and Culture Board meeting regularly scheduled for September 27, 2022 

at 6:00pm has been cancelled. 

 

 

 

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 
 

Council Chambers           Tuesday, September 27, 2022                        6:00 p.m.  
 

 

 



1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from August 23, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board Meeting.

3. Eagle Scout Project Proposal, Gaga Ball Pit in Bluebird Park by Will Wood.

4. Department Updates

5. Open Discussion

6. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, October 25, 2022  6:00 p.m. 



1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from August 23, 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board Meeting.

3. Eagle Scout Project Proposal, Gaga Ball Pit in Bluebird Park by Will Wood.

4. Department Updates

5. Open Discussion

6. Adjournment

PARK, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, October 25, 2022  6:00 p.m. 



CITY OF ISANTI 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

August 23, 2022 

1. Call to Order:  Dan Hinnenkamp called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Roll Call: Members Present: Dan Hinnenkamp, Vaughn Ihrke, Madisson Masucci, Mayor Jeff Johnson. 
Members Absent:  Zach Gahm. Staff Present: Jordan Clementson, Parks, Recreation & Events 
Coordinator  

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Johnson; second by Ihrke to approve meeting Minutes from July 26,
2022.  Motion passed 4-0.

3. Request for Bench Swing/Sidewalk in Mattson Park:

Citizen requested a bench swing be placed in the park as well as a sidewalk to wherever the bench could 
be placed.  Many elderly residents live right by the park and it is not easily accessed by people who use 
wheelchairs or walkers.  Park board was supportive of trying to figure out a way to incorporate the swings 
into the park in the future. 

4. Department Updates

Summer Family Event Series had the Bazillions kiddie rock band perform at the amphitheater.  About 30 
people participated.  The final installment is next week with the Mixed Nuts Comedy Show.  Isanti Fire will 
be there with their bounce house as well as two others we have rented.  Climb Theatre will also be 
performing their AIS skit for the kids, compliments of ISWCD. 

Car show and street dance on August 13th were very well attended.  Food vendors reported doing very 
well.   Stone Daisy Band were really good. 

The Archery range is near completion and will open soon, pending the grass coming in. 

Working on gathering quotes to replace the Blue Rope Climber in Bluebird Park.  It was removed to being 
broken beyond repair and outliving its expected useful life by about 7 years. 

We are rebranding the “street dance” that will take place at the Bluebird Park Amphitheater. Amp It Up at 
Bluebird Amphitheater is the new name for concerts at the amphitheater. 

5. Open Discussion:

Mayor Johnson reported broken swing at Mattson Park and the seat belts on the handicap swing at 
Bluebird were broken.   

Mayor Johnson asked for an update on putting in a sand volleyball court at Bluebird Park. 
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Masucci asked about a maintenance schedule for playgrounds.  Clementson reported that all parks are 
checked once a month for playground safety. 

Hinnenkamp asked about long term plans for Whisper Ridge Park.  Clementson reported that talk of the 
boardwalk was tabled.  The basketball and tennis courts are in rough shape and will be removed 
completely at some point in the future with the hopes of installing a natural playground. Community 
Development Direct, Stephanie Hillesheim envisions a trail that would help connect downtown to other 
parts of the city.  Grants would be available, but we would need to wait until another funding round since 
the city was awarded the grant for the splash pad. 

Masucci mentioned a grant is available for wildfire prevention. She was going to explore more if the city 
could have a shot at getting the grant for buckthorn removal. 

6. Adjournment: Motion by Masucci, second by Ihrke to adjourn the August 23, 2022 meeting of the
Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board.  Motion passed 4-0, meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted 

Jordan Clementson 

Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 



To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: October 25, 2022 
Subject: Eagle Scout Project Proposal – Gaga Ball Pit, Will Wood 

Background: 
Eagle Scout project request by Will Wood, Troop 16 

Will would like to build a Gaga Ball Pit to help the City add more recreation opportunities for youth 
in Bluebird Park.  Having activities available will bring more youth of varying ages to the park.  The 
project would be in the Spring with completion by end of May, 2023.  Will plans to build a Gaga 
Ball Pit custom and use a local metal manufacturing Isanti business for the brackets.  The cost to the 
City would be $600 or less. 

An Eagle Scout Service Project is an opportunity for a Scout in Scouts of America to demonstrate 
service and leadership of others while performing a project for the benefit of a community or 
organization.  The Scout must propose a plan, share the benefit and execute the project using skills 
they have gained throughout their scout journey. 

Gaga is a fast paced, high energy sport played in an octagonal pit. The game is played with a soft 
foam or rubber ball and combines the skills of dodging, striking, running, and jumping, while trying 
to hit opponents with a ball below the knees. Players need to keep moving to avoid getting hit by the 
ball.  This sport is becoming more and more popular and is often added to recreational areas within 
cities, churches, campgrounds, camps and more.  

Request: 
Requesting Park Board discussion on this topic in regards to location in Bluebird Park. 

Attachment: 
Gaga Pit Pictures 

Memo 
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To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: October 25, 2022 
Subject: Department Update 

Summer Family Event Series wrapped up with Mixed Nuts Comedy Show.  It was the best attended event in 
the series with about 50 kids and parents and grandparents as well.  We had 3 inflatables, 2 were rented and 1 
was from Isanti Fire District. 

The Archery Range opened up the week of September 12th.  

We had our first Amp It Up concert at the amphitheater on September 17th.  Weather held out and the band 
played the whole time.  We had a couple of food vendors drop out at the last minute.  The attendance was 
really good for our first one.  We had rented 10 more picnic tables for the day for additional seating and it 
was a good choice.  Food and beer vendors reported sales were down.  There was a lot of young families in 
attendance and was, for the most part, a different crowd than downtown.  We are planning on 2 downtown 
and 2 at the amphitheater next summer. 

We had 12 mature trees transplanted to Bluebird Park this fall spread out through the park.  

Family Day at Legacy Park took place on Sunday, September 25th.  We purchased 75 pie pumpkins and about 
50 paint kits to give away for kids to take home and decorate.  All of the pumpkins were gone at the end of 
the event and there were 1 or 2 paint kits left.  93 of 100 smore kits were used.  Weather was great and had a 
lot of good feedback from participants that they had a fun time.  The pumpkins were a hit.  Purchased those 
with funds originally budgeted for the farmer’s market.  I had asked council to re allocate that money to our 
events budget. 

Stephanie and I applied for an East Central Regional Arts Council Grant for $15,000.  We are hoping to fund 
the two Prairie Fire Theater Camps next summer with that money as well as purchase a stage for the 
amphitheater.  We found out on October 18th that we were awarded the grant! 

A lot of effort is now being focused on Illuminate Isanti.  Most of the displays are purchased and have been 
delivered.  We are starting to assemble and organize them according to the layout we have established.  
Additional electric is going in the park and we are going to start setting things up in the park the week before 
Thanksgiving.  Sponsorship money and donations have really started to pick up and more businesses and 
organizations are looking to get involved which is great.  Marketing will start to really increase in frequency 
soon.  Food and merchandise vendors are starting to fill in as well. 

I attended the Minnesota Parks and Recreation Association Annual Conference in Brainerd the week of 
October 10th.  It was the highest attended annual conference to date with 315 or so park and recreation 
professionals across the state.  I attended some good classroom sessions and have got some ideas for 
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implementing some new program ideas with the ability to apply for grant money through the MRPA 
Foundation. 
 
On October 18th, City Council approved moving forward with the MN DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant 
contract for the splash pad and bathrooms in Bluebird Park. 
 
 



1. Meeting Opening
A. Call to Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call
D. Agenda Modifications

2. Approval of Minutes from October, 25 2022 Parks, Recreation and Culture Board Meeting.

3. Department Updates

4. Open Discussion

5. Adjournment

PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 

Council Chambers  Tuesday, November 22, 2022  6:00 p.m. 



1. Meeting Opening
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4. Open Discussion
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PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURE BOARD AGENDA 
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CITY OF ISANTI 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 25th, 2022 

1. Call to Order:  Dan Hinnenkamp called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Members Present: Zach Gahm, Dan Hinnenkamp, Mayor Jeff Johnson. Members Absent:  
Madisson Masucci and Vaughn Ihrke. Staff Present: Jordan Clementson, Parks, Recreation & Events 
Coordinator  

Agenda/Modifications: None. 

2. Meeting Minutes: Motion by Hinnenkamp; second by Mayor Johnson to approve meeting minutes
from August, 23 2022.  Motion passed 3-0.

3. Eagle Scout Project Request – Will Wood

Will Wood proposed constructing a Gaga Ball Pit in Bluebird Park.  He was going to solicit donations from 
local companies to get the necessary metal brackets made to form the octagonal shape of the pit.  Will 
Wood is donating his labor to the City of Isanti to construct the pit.  Motion by Mayor Johnson; second by 
Hinnenkamp to recommend approval of this project to the City Council. Motion passed 3-0.  

4. Department Updates

Archery Range opened the week of September 12th.  Summer Family Event Series wrapped up on 
August 30th with Mixed Nuts Comedy Show with 50 children in attendance.  The first Amp It Up concert 
was held at the Bluebird Amphitheater.  Great turnout for the first time hosting a concert there.   

12 mature trees were planted in Bluebird Park this fall throughout the park. Family Day at Legacy Park 
turned out to be a success.  75 pie pumpkins, 50 paint kits, and 100 s’mores kits were handed out to local 
kids. 

The City of Isanti was selected for an East Central Regional Arts Council Grant in the amount of $15,000.  
This will help cover the cost of the two Prairie Fire Theater Camps we are hosting next summer.  It also 
will allow us to purchase portable stage decks for the amphitheater. We will use the stage for theater 
camps, concerts, and other events in Bluebird Park.   

Jordan Clementson attended the Minnesota Recreation and Parks Association Annual Conference in 
Brainerd, MN October 11th-14th.  

5. Open Discussion:
Mayor Johnson brought up the condition of the tennis courts at Mattson Park.  There are many cracks in 
the court.  Staff reported the tennis court was patched a couple years ago and is scheduled to be 
resurfaced in 2028.  Something will need to be done sooner. 

Zach Gahm requested an update on the handicap chair swings in Bluebird Park and Isanti Hills Park.  
Staff reported the swings were ordered at the end of August and had not arrived yet. 
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Zach Gahm reported attending Corcoran Days and shared some ideas with City Staff to try and 
incorporate in future City of Isanti events. 

6. Adjournment: Motion by Hinnenkamp, second by Mayor Johnson to adjourn the October 25, 2022
meeting of the Parks, Recreation, and Culture Board.  Motion passed 3-0, meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted 

Jordan Clementson 

Parks, Recreation & Events Coordinator 



To: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Board 
From: Jordan Clementson - Parks, Recreation and Events Coordinator 
Date: November 22, 2022 
Subject: Department Update 

Illuminate Isanti 
Illuminate Isanti set up is underway.  Fencing has been delivered and installed.  Wire frame displays are 
starting to be placed inside.  Public Works is assisting with set up pending any necessary snow removal.  

Over $20,000 in donations have come in various forms from local businesses.  Some have purchased light 
displays, others have been cash, or a trade for services.  A list of businesses includes, Connexus Energy, 
Wruck Sewer & Portables, Parkitect, Advanced Telemetry Systems, Bolton & Menk, Minnco Credit Union, 
Surface Specialists Pro, Falcon National Bank, North 65 Chamber, Northwoods Electric, Strike Life Tributes, 
Minuteman Press, Rosewood Senior Living, Litl Sprouts Childcare Center, Hermann Insurance Services, and 
Serenity Circle Counseling. 

We are still seeking volunteer groups to help with day of event tasks, such as ticket scanning, parking 
attendants, concession stand attendants, etc.  We are seeking groups with at least 8 individuals that can 
commit to an 8 hour shift. Fundraising opportunities are available for those groups. A couple of nights are 
already booked and there are several groups we are waiting on confirmation from. 

Tickets went on sale Monday, November 14th.  They can be purchased online or in person at Isanti Liquor or 
City Hall.  They will be available to purchase at the event as well. 

We have a pretty solid line-up for food and merchandise vendors. Four of the vendors will be there the whole 
time. Those vendors are Now That’s Waffles, Burrito King, Floyd’s Donuts, Hitch & Sip (alcohol service).  
Also coming on select dates are Walt’z Wings, KCM Eggrolls, Sweet Home MN Cookie Company, and 
Patrick’s Cotton Candy Express. 

There is a soft opening for City Council, Park Board, City Staff, and volunteers and sponsors on Friday 
December 9th from 6-8pm.  You are welcome to attend with your family.  No vendors will be serving that 
night but we will have all the displays on to check out! 

Other 
Timer for the sledding hill lights is being installed. 

Public works will start flooding the skating rink as soon as consistent freezing temperatures allow. 

We are awaiting the contract for the East Central Regional Arts Council Grant that was received totaling 
$15,000, which is the maximum award amount. 

Memo 
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